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Price of a barrel 
of petroleum 

US$ 75.47 

*0.99 


INSIDE TODAY 
WODIDNEWS 


SLAIN STUDENT 



This photo released by the 
Italian Police shows 22-year- 
old British university student 
Meredith Kercher, who had 
enrolled for a year of study in 
Perugia and was found dead 
half-naked in a pool of blood in 
the apartment she shared with 
an American student Amanda 
Knox, also in Perugia to study. 

Read more on Page B1 


SPODTS NEWS 


WCUP DRAW 



Actress Charlize Theron 
holds the official match ball 
‘Jabulani’ during the 2010 
World Cup draw in Cape 
Town, South Africa, Friday, 
Dec. 4, 2009. 

Read more on Page BIO 


Aruba One Happy Island 

“You don’t know your future, unless you know your past” 


ORANJESTAD - Tourism in 
Aruba started roughly around 
1960. This means that the 
island has had a steady growth 
in tourism over the last forty- 
nine years. Much of this 
tourism is related to aquatic 
tourism activities, which can 
range from swimming to scuba 
diving. In the mid 1980’s the 
island was booming and the 
water sports industry started 
to become very popular with 
scuba diving and snorkeling. 
The implementation of 
marine protected areas can 
be useful to preserve the reef 
and its inhabitants. A Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) is often 
used to cover a wide range of 
marine areas with some level 
of restriction to protect living, 
non-living, cultural, and/or 
historic resources. 

Continued on Page 5 
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Charlie says Thank You with a donation 



ORANJESTAD - Charles a home on Aruba delivered 
Pantano, an island visitor a generous donation to 
from the USA who also owns Imeldahof Children’s home. 


Charlie received assistance this week from two local residents 
who did not want to be compensated for their time or effort, 
and as a form of gratitude Charlie decided to deliver a cash 
donation to Imeldahof in their name. Charlie was received by 
Nimia Ormas, the pedagogical coordinator who explained that 
Imeldahof Children’s Home is a private foundation, in Noord, 
adjacent to the Santa Anna church, capable of taking in up to 52 
children. While the home does receive minimal support from 
the government, the majority of its many needs must be met 
by donations and Imeldahof is dependent on the community’s 
generosity and willingness to help. 

The objective of the children’s home, explains Nimia, is to offer 
temporary shelter and guidance to children who, for a variety 
of reasons, are unable to remain with their families of origin. In 
most cases this is only until placement with relatives or foster 
parents can be arranged. 

A few of the reasons for placement of children at Imeldahof are 
mental or physical abuse, neglect and/or alcohol or drug use by 
parents, or jail terms imposed on primary caretakers. 

Continued on Page 4 
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The O’Sullivans raise iunds for the Clown Doctors 




ORANJESTAD — Diana and Resorts with 168 group 
John O’Sullivan, Margaret members the visitors found it 
Noonan and Kevin Williams in their hearts to collect funds 
are pictured here with the for a local charity. They picked 
Clown Doctors Aruba. While the Clown Doctors Aruba and 
on vacation in Aruba at Divi delivered $1,500 to foundation 



president Peter Balliere during 
a festive Christmas dinner 
around the pool at the Mega 
Divi Resort 

“We are the Clown Doctors 
of Aruba,” says Balliere, 
“some pediatricians call us 
'colleagues who cure children 
without medication’. We are 
very proud of this, because we 
wish nothing more than to live 
in a world with no sick kids. 
We believe that by creating 
a fantasy world, through 
smiles, laughs or a joke, we 
can put the real world on hold 
for a while at a time when 
fear and pain are present. This 
way we speed up the healing 
process.” 

Clown Doctors Aruba is 
an organization dedicated 
to visiting ailing children 
in the hospital, keeping the 
elderly, living in government 
institutions, company, and 
helping teach mentally and 
physically challenged kids. 
Pictured here the decorated 
Mega Divi pool deck, 
members of the O’Sullivan 
Group and the grateful Clown 
Doctors receiving a much- 
needed donation. □ 
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Sea hunt locates Solihull hero pilot Robert 
Mansell’s body in plane wreckage 



fax exchange 
agreement 
signed among 
governments 
of Saint Lucia, 
Aruba and the 
Netherlands 

ST. LUCIA - The 
government of Saint Lucia 
and the governments of 
the Netherlands and Aruba 
have entered into a mutual 
agreement known as the 
Tax Information Exchange 
Agreement, or TIEA. 
The Tax Information 
Exchange Agreement, as 
explained by Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Finance, Isaac Anthony, will 
facilitate the exchange of tax 
information among the parties 
with respect to their nationals 
who are doing business 
or are employed within 
each other’s jurisdictions. 
“If Saint Lucia does not 
sign some 12 outstanding 
agreements, it is likely to 
face some very stiff penalties 
by March next year...Whilst 
we’ve actually had for quite 
sometime a Tax Information 
Exchange Agreement with 
the US government, the only 
thing is that it has yet being 
ratified,” Anthony said. 
According to a report tabled 
at the G-20 meeting in April 
of this year, Saint Lucia is 
classified as a grey-listed 
country as it is committed to the 
internationallyagreedstandard 
but has not yet substantially 
implemented the agreement. 
However, Mr. Anthony 
says, Saint Lucia is moving 
speedily to comply fully and 
should accomplish at least 12 
Tax Information Exchange 
Agreement signings in the 
coming weeks—the next one 
already earmarked with the 
government of Belgium.^ 



"FAUIFUNDACIONCU VISION 


THE body of heroic Solihull 
pilot Robert Mansell has been 
located in the plane wreckage 
in the Caribbean Sea, officials 
have confirmed. 

A US ship tracked down the 
plane using sonar equipment 
on Tuesday and salvage 
crews have since been able 
to establish that the 32-year- 
old’s body is still inside. 

The news means Mr Mansell 
should soon be able to be 
repatriated to the UK and laid 
to rest by family and friends, 
following a five-week wait. 
Mr Mansell, from Knowle, 
sacrificed himself to save 
the lives of nine passengers 
on board his Britten-Norman 
Islander plane, which he was 
forced to ditch into the sea 
close to the island of Bonaire 
on October 21 after it suffered 
engine failure. 

The impact knocked him 
unconscious and, despite 
desperate attempts by 
passengers to unfasten Mr 
Mansell’s seat belt, the nine- 
seater plane sank in Dutch 
territorial waters. 

Since then Mr Mansell’s 
father, Roger and sister Claire 
have been liaising closely with 
authorities to try and arrange 
repatriation of his body. 


Claire Mansell wrote on a 
website: “We just want Rob 
home, so we can make proper 
arrangements for him. My 
brother was a soul mate, my 
little brother, but an evolved, 
wonderful, sweet human 
being. 

“I have not even begun to 
process his not being in my 
life and what it will mean. In 
my heart, and in my emotions, 
is where my darling brother 
will remain.” 

UK Consul on the island of 
Curacao, near where the plane 
crashed, said salvage crews 
spent much of yesterday 
painstakingly attaching cables 
around the wreckage and are 
hoping to be able to lift the 
plane from the sea bed today. 
If the salvage operation goes 
to plan, Mr Mansell will be 
brought home to the UK next 
week. 

Friends have been paying 
tribute to Mr Mansell on 
a Facebook group entitled 
“Robert Mansell The Hero”. 
Chris Diggins wrote: “I 
am proud to say I was your 
friend...You are truly missed 
Rob.” 

Nathan Chan added: “Absolute 
privilege to know such a fun 
loving guy, who had time for 


everyone. 

Meriden MP Caroline 
Spelman, who has been 
assisting Mr Mansell’s family 
with repatriation efforts said: 
“His heroic actions when an 
engine failed on his plane 
saved the lives of nine Dutch 
nationals and it is only right 


that he is brought home to 
rest.” 

Mr Mansell achieved a degree 
in aeronautical engineering 
before achieving his pilot’s 
licence overseas. 

He was a former pupil of 
Arden School, Knowle, and 
Solihull Sixth Form College. 


__ 
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CASINO 

LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 
SPORTS BOOK 
No charge or tax on winnings 
Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 
Sports Book opens at 12:30 pm 
Only casino to televise all football games 
POKER ROOM 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

7 p.m. 

TEXAS HOLD-EM 
$4-$8 LIMIT 

BUY-IN FOR $30 RECEIVE $60 IN CHIPS 
MUST PLAY TWO (2) HOURS 
Monday $10 buy-in $1,500 Guaranteed 
Tuesday $10 Buy-in $1,500 Guaranteed 
Wednesday $10 Buy-in $1,500 Guaranteed 
Thursday $10 Buy-in $1,500 Guaranteed 
Friday $10 Buy-in $1,500 Guaranteed 
Saturday $25 Buy-in 
Sunday $ 10 buy-in $ 1,500 Guaranteed 

(Tournaments are subject to charge as per Management 
criteria) 

BLACKJACK 
Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealer stands on 
Soft 17 
CRAPS 

3-4-5 Times Odds 



Baptist Church 
0^ Aruba 

Temporarily Meeting At 

Fantastic Gardens 

Come This 8undau 
Sunday School 10:00 Am 
Worship Service 11:00 Am 
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We Invite You To Visit With Us! 
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MCQTUKfES 


SAIL SNORKEL. 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $55pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $27pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


The Dutch Pancake House 

at Seaport Market Place • Tel: 583-7180 




Open from 
8:30am - 9:00pm 

Everyday 


: BEN L 6 CIGARS 

i Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
i Located in the Arowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 

• Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 

i We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 

1 Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 

■ Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 

■ With purchase ot $20 or more 1 FREE CIGflB 


Bring this coupon foryour free Cuban Cigar! 


wait' if® 

PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 



Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 

Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance. 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 
RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


S3 


TEL: 586-7333 




Charlie says Thank 
You with a donation 



Continued from Front Page as emotionally, offering 
Imeldahof provides for them safety and structure 
children physically as well in a supportive, loving 



NIGHT SHOPPING UNTIL 10:30PM 

Cold Beer prices ranges from $2. 
Souvenirs a wide variety of snacks. 

Also available Rums made in Aruba 
at a good price. 

T-Shirt at $4. / Aruba bags $8. 

COLD WINE VARITY 


Bring this Ad & receive a FREE gift with 
any purches of $25. 


r 

OPEN 

Monday-Friday 

8:30am - 10:30pm 

1 



Saturday 

9:00am - 10:30pm 


L 

DAILY 

Sunday 

9:00am - 9:00pm 

A 


We’re located at walking distance from the High Rise Area. 
You can get your basic food & drink. 


LOCATED AT: 186-D PALM BEACH (next to Dominos Pizza) 
Tel: 586-1710 • email: shopngo@setarnet.aw 


environment, 

Every childreceives individual 
guidance, and their daily 
schedules also reflect their 
special needs and likes. While 
living in the home, children 
are observed continuously 
and their needs are assessed 
and adjusted on an ongoing 
basis. 

Children with specific 
emotional and behavioral 
challenges receive guidance by 
specialists and still participate 
in the general program. 
Ballet, music, taekwondo, 
arts and crafts, are offered 
as part of the curriculum and 
children are encouraged to 
attend regular elementary and 
secondary schools in their 
own neighborhoods. 

Pictured here Charlie touring 
Imeldahof as he hands over 
his much needed donation. □ 
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“You don’t know your future, unless you know your past” 



Continued from Front Page 

But implementation of a 
marine protected area without 
enforcement is equal to a “paper 
park”. Compared to other islands 
in the region Aruba is far behind 
in terms of marine preservation. 
Someone said once, “You don’t 
know your future, unless you 
know your past.” February 16th 
1942 Aruba got pulled into WW 
II when the German submariner 
U-156 fired the first torpedo on 
the tankers, which were moored 
in front of the Lago and the 
Eagle refinery. The first attack, 
which sank the SS Oranjestad 
and crippled the Pedemalis, cost 
the lives of 47 crew members 
as the SS Oranjestad sank in 
front of the refinery. The same 
submarine followed with a 
second attack in front of Eagle 
beach where the second refinery 
installation was located during 
the 1940’s. A group of people 
organized a committee based on 
a memorial for the SS Oranjestad 
and April 2009 the propeller of 
the SS Oranjestad was stripped 
and salvaged from the wreck in 
order to set up a memorial for the 
victims of this attack. The same 
group continued in September 
2009 with the search of other 
artifacts from other ships in the 


area of Eagle beach and according 
to information provided, three 
old anchors were located by this 
group and divers again made the 
decision to remove these anchors 
for various purposes. On Sunday 
November 22nd 2009 one of 
these old anchors was lifted out 
of the water at the Varadero yacht 
club after being salvaged a few 
days before of the coast of Aruba 
in the area of Eagle Beach. The 
initial idea was to lift all three 
anchors, but this has proven to 
be a little more complicated than 
initially expected. The removal 
of the anchor out of the water 
was not easy and the initial 
attempt to lift the anchor was not 
successful because of technical 
difficulties, but after readjusting 
the rigging the crane operator 
was able to lift the anchor out of 
the water, were it was dragged 
out the rest of the way. There 
was a crowd of approximately 
fifty people present, which 
included parliament members C. 
Dammers, ex minister of public 
health and current parliament 
member C. Wever, Lieutenant 
Colonel E. Hofma, family 
members of some of the 47 
victims and Mr. De Palm who’s 
oldest brother also lost his life 
on the SS Oranjestad. Mr. De 
Palm was finishing his last trip 
and would have been married 
three weeks later had it not been 
for the attack that sunk the SS 
Oranjestad. Lieutenant Colonel 
Hofma explained that the anchor 
is a symbolic presentation and it 
will be cleaned and installed on 
the marine base at Savaneta. The 
idea for a memorial to the SS 
Oranjestad is noble and should 
have been implemented years 
ago by building a memorial. 
However, removing the propeller 
from the SS Oranjestad grave 
site and removing the anchor and 
salvaging both these objects may 
not have been necessarily the way 


QUALITY POOLS N.V. 


WITH OVER 15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. 
QUALITY POOLS N.V. OFFERS QUALITY 
SWIMMING POOL CONSTRUCTION, 
RENOVATIONS, REPAIRS AND 
MAINTENANCE SERVICE, 
BACKED UP BY 
OUR PROFESSIONALS. 



to go, since the SS Oranjestad 
is unofficially a war grave and 
the anchor for all intend and 
purposes belong to the island of 
Aruba. Due to its fragile state and 
potential damage to the anchor 
by exposing it to the air, it might 
have been better for preservation 
sake to have kept the anchor 
under water and not remove it. 
This anchor and the propeller 
both have become a integral 
part of the under water marine 
environment and over the past six 
or more decades marine life has 
attached themselves onto these 
artifacts and has become home to 
many marine creatures. The coral 
reefs around Aruba offer a critical 
habitat in the marine environment. 
The coral reefs house nearly 25% 
of life in the ocean. So the long¬ 


term sustainability of reefs is 
critical for the survival of marine 
invertebrates, tropical fish and 
larger organisms that utilize 
the reef as a habitat. In Aruba 
unfortunately there is no marine 
protection, which should be in 
place in order to prevent damage, 
preserve the marine environment 
and provide protection against 
any illegal actions. The SS 
Oranjestad memorial could have 
been build without having to 
salvage any artifacts and still it 
would have been an honorable 
action and protection of these 
artifacts could have provided 
at the same time, including 
protection of the marine live 
that these artifacts housed while 
they were still under water. With 
the loss of human live on the SS 



Oranjestad, its propeller and the 
raised anchor both could have 
protected marine live and help 
the protection and preservation 
of a fragile and declining reef 
system. □ 



rBESToft^ 

CARIBBEAN 

2007 . 

L AWARDyg 


SUIISET GRILLE 

seafood and chops 

Prime Steak Prime View 

• USDA Certified Prime Beef 

• Amazingly Fresh Seafood 

• Innovative Spa Cuisine 

• Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 

• Decadent Desserts 

• Dine Indoors or Alfresco 


Open nightly 6-11p.m. 
Reservations recommended. 

SunsetGrilleAruba.com 


AWARD 

OF 

EXCELLENCE 

2008 


Aruba’s only AAA Four-Diamond Steak House 
Voted #1 Restaurant in the Caribbean 




{JSitiu*** 


For Reservations 
call +297.526.6612 and +297.526.6613 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

Radisson.com/aruba 
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Celebrating the season 




TierradelSol-Ventanasdel an early Christmas dinner 
Mar restaurant hosted the combined with a birthday 
Leysners of famed Leysner celebration. 

& De Cuba Accountants for Etty Toppenberg entertained 


the intimate party and 
Ventanas del Mar prepared 
an elegant Christmas buffet 
on the occasion. Invitees 
enjoyed cocktail under the 
stars, followed by delicious 
food. 

Leysner & de Cuba has 
been serving Aruban 
business community since 
1986 offering various 
services from accounting 
and auditing to consulting 
and financial advice. □ 



under the stars 
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Early Birds catch the Fresh Catch at Fishes & More 


Fishes & More showcases chich new dining room 



Ask about the Early 
Bird Menu from 
4 PM to 6:30 PM 


Fishes & More specialize in 
fresh fish and seafood, and 
at the same time please the 
non-fish lovers as well. All 
the dishes are prepared a la 
minute by an internationally 
experienced kitchen team, 
which gives the twist to our 
dishes. Influences from all 
over the world are found back 


on the menu and they are 
already well known for our 
daily changing specials. If 
you have a large party, or if 
there is anything you feel 
like in particular. Fishes & 
More can always arrange 
to have your dinner cooked 
just for you, as they work 
only with fresh and honest 


products! 

Ideally located in front 
of the Occidental Resort 
(Former Allegro), they 
are visited both by 
individuals and families 
alike, as we have a kids 
playground and a kids 
menu to entertain them, 
so they can enjoy their 


dinner as much as you will 
yours! 

We have entertainment 
every night at 8PM, and 
even after dinner the perfect 
night out continues, as you 


can shop till you drop since the 
shops on our friendly square 
are open until eleven. 

See what its like to experience 
real fresh dining joy with a 
twist! 


For reservations call 
+(297) 586-3659 


Fine & Affordable Dining at Pam Pam Restaurant 

Meet Chef ludwich Samson and his exquisite menu now unveiled! 



Nestled in the quiet 
neighborhood of Boegoeroei, 
Perle d’Or apartment complex 
houses Dutch students and 
vacationers, as well as a 
cozy garden eatery, Pam Pam 
Restaurant & Bar. Aiming to 
attract a more diverse clientele, 
Pam Pam has recently 
adopted a more upscale dining 
concept. In order to pilot 
this new concept, rising local 
chef Ludwich Samson was 
brought on board, and in just 
two months on the job, he has 


more than proven his worth. 

Laid-back, refreshingly young, 
and ambitious, Ludwich began 
his career as a chef by enrolling 
in Aruba’s hospitality and 
culinary arts school—the best 
decision he has ever made, he 
wholeheartedly claims. With 
ten years in the kitchen and 
three years as a chef, Ludwich 
has developed an impressive 
arsenal of cooking skills. He 
attributes the majority of his 
growth as a chef to his years 


of working under his mentor, 
Vittorio Muscarlello, owner of 
Hostaria Da’Vittorio and one 
of the most highly respected 
chefs on Aruba. 

In his two months with Pam 
Pam, Ludwich has entirely 
remodeled the kitchen to make 
it more efficient. He has also 
created a whole new menu 
featuring particularly unique 
dishes in order to distinguish 
Pam Pam from the endless 
number of restaurants along 
Aruba’s hotel strip. While the 
menu still offers Dutch snacks 
and typical Dutch platters 
like sate to appease the many 
Dutch interns residing at Perle 
d’Or, the rest of the menu 
offers upscale fusion cuisine. 
Lemon grass and chillies 
give several seafood dishes a 
Thai flair; homemade ravioli 
and beef carpaccio salute 
Italy; crustacean ceviche 
adds a Peruvian element; and 
Indonesian spices add zest 
to a handful of casual main 
dishes. 


Ludwich also craftily adds 
little unexpected twists to some 
classic dishes, elevating the 
uniqueness of his menu. One 
of his personal favorites is his 
porcini-crusted filet mignon 
served with a thyme red-wine 
reduction. He also delights in 
the fact that most diners have 
a hard time figuring out the 
sweet and spicy deliciousness 
of his signature crustacean 
platter. Other interesting 
interpretations include lump- 
crab lollipops, chicken cordon 
blue unorthodoxly stuffed 
with ricotta and bacon, and for 
dessert, tiramisu that promises 
an untraditional layer of 
decadent Bailey’s chocolate 
mousse. 

Needless to say, Ludwich 
is creative in the kitchen 
and works extremely hard, 
currently putting in 12 to 16 
hours a day, seven days a 
week; but he insists that this 
is not what makes a good chef 
good. “I simply love what 



I do for a living,” confides 
Ludwich, and this is what 
guarantees success in the 
kitchen and contented diners. 
Of course, being a chef can 
be downright stressful, but 
Ludwich thrives on the rush 
of adrenaline on busy nights. 
And when he peers out of the 
kitchen and sees a restaurant 
full of people enjoying 
their meals, he experiences 
immense satisfaction. For 
reservations call: 5877710 or 
7483848, or visit us at www. 
pampamaruba.com. Q 
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LAUAdAINA 
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Visit us at our 
NEW location on 
La Cabana's Boardwalk 


'The. /yi&nu feature6 authentic 6pani6h tapa6 

and entree6 6UCh 06 de.fic.ioU6 Seafood P<Xell(X, 

US2>A Qeef 'Tenderloin & ffeoo Z.ea!and 

La/nT? Chop6 from the charcoal gf/l- 

Open from 6.00pm - 10.30pm. Closed on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
Reservation recommended 
For reservation call 520-1100 ext. 6154 



ASK YOUR TAXI DRIVER TO TUNE IN 

The Dick Millet Show 

EVERY NIGHT - The Tourism Radio Show in Aruba! 


* • W We never stop moving 


COLDUJeU- 
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coLPmea 
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Kooyman celebrates 70 years 


Palm Beach - the Grand Caribbean 
Ballroom at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa was the time 
machine in which Kooyman’s 
anniversary party guests went back 
in time, way back in time to 1939 
when it all started and Kooyman B.V. 
a home improvement store opened 
on the island. The decor of the party 
evoked the jazz era, as the Radisson’s 
culinary and banquet team did their 
magic entertaining more than 200 
people. 

Kooyman B.V. has been operating 
in the Caribbean for 70 years, as 
a business focusing on building 
materials and hardware. It operated 
as Antil N.V. on Aruba, since the mid- 
60s but was always the subsidiary of 
Kooyman B .V. In 2004 Kooyman B .V. 
remodeled and renovated its store 
bringing the Aruban community a 
bigger and better Antil, now Kooyman 
Aruba. Fair prices, a loyalty program 
and a wider assortment of products, 
makes Kooyman Aruba the source 
for hardware, building materials and 
many home improvement products. 


ARUBA RADIO 

Broadcast in English! 



WHAI 5 nui! 


Visit Our Web Site 
www.DickMiller.com 

E-mail:DickMiller@ArubaAmbassador.com 

Ambassadors of Goodwill 
Deborah and Dick Miller 


Photo by Diane Keijzer 


Christmas time in Aruba. 

Please donate one NEW GIFT to 
bring a smile on the face of a child. 
The objective of 'Toys Pa 
Muchanan” is to help less 
fortunate children in Aruba to 
experience the Joy of Christmas. 

Donations are accepted from 
Now till December 15,2009. 

Your NEW Gift can be for a newborn 
to 16-year-olds (teenagers enjoy gift 
vouchers), no matter what value. 
Unwrapped Gifts can be dropped at: 
DA Drogist, Flora Market, Treasure 
BoxToy Store,TAOToys or at 


Coldwell Banker Aruba Realty Office 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 12 

(across from theTamarijn Hotel 

Tel. 588-7781 
www. co I d we 11 ban ke r.aw 



LOCAL IM 


Saturday, December 5, 2009 
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Aeropuerto Internacional 

Reina Beatrix 

SHOPPING ARCADE 


Liquor • Tobacco • Perfumes • Souvenirs • Delicatessen • Books & Magazines • Fashion • Sunglasses 


ARUBA REALTY 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 



"Dinner is almost ready..." 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 

12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$380-1/2 day 
$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 


Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 


The best Brazilian Steakhouse in Aruba! Serving the Islands most exquisite deserts... 


The best salad bar 



Redeem this ad for 

15% OFF* 

Valid up to 6 people 


*NOT VALID for desserts, alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beveraqes, salad only, children’s dinner prices, 
and split checks. Tax and gratuity not included. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer or 
discounts. Limit one certificate per table. 

For rewards log on www.texasdebrazil.conr 


CHURRASCARIA 

^Brazilian Sfeakhome 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. • Palm Beach, Aruba 
Across from the Playa Linda Resort 
297*586*4686 (Serving Dinner Only) 


can be found in 


PALM BEACH - The health and 
calorie conscious among us need 
fear steakhouses no more. Wheth¬ 
er it’s a low-carb, low-fat, or even 
vegetarian diet you follow, Texas 
de Brazil Churrascaria fits into just 
about every dieter’s menu plan. 

Low carb eaters will have all 
their expectations surpassed 
with a tempting carnivorous 
selection of umpteen cuts of 
sizzling beef, pork, lamb, sau¬ 
sage, and poultry. The meats 
are prepared in the healthi¬ 
est style of cooking—slow 
roasting—where much of the fat 
drips off in the roasting process, so 
those looking for a lower fat option 
to sauteing, pan frying, or deep 
frying will also be able to indulge. 

The Brazilian-style steakhouse 
alsooffersupagardenfullofhealthy 
eats on a lavish 40-item seasonal 
salad bar, giving dieters plenty to 
choose from to accompany the 


slow-roasted meats. A selection of 
fresh lettuces and vegetables may 
be standard for most salad bars, 
but Texas de Brazil’s version goes 
a gourmet twist further, treating 
the palate to additional items like 
marinated portabella mushrooms, 
sweet roasted bell peppers, hearts 
of palm, sundried tomatoes, im¬ 
ported cheeses—including fresh 
buffalo mozzarella—sushi, home¬ 
made soups, and much more. 

The salad bar is included in the 
continuous service meal with un¬ 
limited choices from the grilled 
meats, but for vegetarians or the 
non-meat eaters, a special price 
is offered for just the salad bar. 
Of course, for those looking to 
splurge while on vacation, Tex¬ 
as de Brazil will gladly serve 
their garlic mashed potatoes, 
traditional fried plantains, and 
their world-famous parmesan 
cheese bread as part of the meal. 


Texas 


Restaurant 
open daily 

Monday - Sat 6 pm -11 
Sunday 5 pm -11 pm 


For more information or to 
make reservations, please 

call 586-4686.Q 
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Motion in Outch Parliamont against Brooks Tower Accord 


THE HAGUE-A motion 
was presented in the 
Dutch Parliament’s 

Second Chamber early 
Thursday urging the Dutch 
Government to speak 
to the Antillean Central 
Government about the 
Brooks Tower Accord 
(BTA) and the effects 
the process of legalising 
undocumented persons on 
the islands could have on 
the Netherlands. 

The motion, presented by 
the largest governing party 
Christian Democratic Party 
CDA and supported by 
Democrats D66, Labour 
Party PvdA, Socialist Party 
(SP), liberal democratic 
VVD party, Christian Union 
(CU) and the reformed 
SGP party at the end of the 
debate on the 2010 budget 
for Kingdom Relations, 
emphasised that illegality 
had to be “severely” 
combated and should not be 
“rewarded” with a residence 
permit. 

The motion requested 
the Dutch Government 
to engage in talks with 
the Central and Island 
Governments to intensify 
the combating of illegal 
residence and the expulsion 
of illegal persons, to control 
the BTA’s execution and 
the consequences of these 
legalising operations for the 
Netherlands. 

CDA, VVD, PvdA, SGP 
and the Party for Freedom 
PVV were very critical 
of the BTA. Members of 
Parliament of these parties 
all pointed out the danger in 
granting more than 90,000 
undocumented persons 
on the islands temporary 
residence permits. These 
persons could request 
Dutch passports after a few 
years, which would make it 
possible for them to travel 
to the Netherlands. 

Not possible 

Dutch State Secretary 


for Kingdom Relations 
Ank Bijleveld-Schouten 
stressed that under the 
BTA, an undocumented 
persons who complied with 
all conditions would only 
receive a temporary permit 
that would be valid for the 
island on which he or she 
was living. “Admittance 
to the Netherlands will not 
be possible,” she assured 
Parliament. 

She said she would bring up 
the BTA issue at the Political 
Steering Group (PSG) 
meeting in St. Maarten next 
week Wednesday. She said 
she hoped to come to an 
agreement to “minimise” the 
effects of the BTA operation 
on the movement of persons 
within the Kingdom. 
Bijleveld-Schouten will 
arrive in St. Maarten 
Tuesday morning for 
preliminary talks with the 
islands, in anticipation 
of the main meeting on 
Wednesday. She will travel 
back to the Netherlands on 
Thursday. 

Duringthe debate, Bijleveld- 
Schouten tried to soothe 
concerns of Members of 
Parliament about reports 
that Aruba also wanted to 
introduce an operation on 
that island similar to the 
BTA. She said there too it 
wouldn’t be possible for 
persons with temporary 
residence permits to travel 
to the Netherlands. She said 
she didn’thave figures on the 
number of undocumented 
persons in Aruba. 

Member of Parliament 
(MP) Hero Brinkman 
(PVV) said he was against 
any form of legalisation of 
undocumented persons on 
the islands. Illegal persons 
needed to be sent back to 
their countries of origin, 
he said. He too presented a 
motion, but his was aimed 
at stopping any person 
with a temporary residence 
permit from travelling to 


the Netherlands. “Not one 
illegal person should enter 
this country,” he insisted. 
Brinkman called the 
BTA operation a “general 
pardon,” also because the 
persons concerned could 
obtain extension of their 
permits, making it possible 
for them to request a Dutch 
passport after three to five 
years. 

Closing borders 

Brinkman’s motion, which 
he presented individually, 
without support of the 
other parties, stated that 
the Netherlands Antilles 
should be forced to forego 
the implementation of the 
BTA and to never allow 
the persons in question to 
obtain Dutch passports. If 
these persons were ever 
to receive passports, he 
suggested closing the Dutch 
borders to Antilleans in 
general. 

He said a list should be kept 
in the Netherlands with the 
names of persons granted 
temporary permits under 
the BTA. 

MP Johan Remkes (VVD) 
supported the PVV in that 
he too said it should be made 
impossible for persons who 
acquired Dutch passports 
via the BTA operation to 
enter the Netherlands. “The 
chance of travelling on 
to the Netherlands has to 
be zero,” he insisted, and 
requested that the State 
Secretary guarantee this. 
MPKeesvanderStaaij (SGP) 
agreed with his colleagues 
Remkes and Brinkman that 
undocumented persons with 
temporary permits should 
not be allowed to travel 
to the Netherlands. He 
said a general pardon was 
“unacceptable.” 

Punish employers 
MP John Leerdam (PvdA) 
was not that extreme, but he 
urged Bijleveld-Schouten 
to make sure that punitive 
action would be taken 
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against employers who 
continued to employ illegal 
persons. He asked whether 
the islands had enough 
capacity to arrest and 
repatriate illegal residents. 
Colleague Bas Jan van 
Bochove (CDA), the 
initiative-taker of the 
generally-supported 
motion, posed a series of 
questions on the BTA and 
the announced similar 
operation in Aruba. He said 
it couldn’t be ruled out that 
persons with temporary 
permits would eventually 
move to the Netherlands. He 
also expressed concern that 
the BES islands Bonaire, St. 
Eustatius and Saba would 
be used as “stepping stones” 
for undocumented persons 


to come to the Netherlands. 
The Second Chamber will 
vote on the CDA motion 
this Tuesday. Considering 
that six parties co-signed the 
motion, itis certain that itwill 
pass. Twelve other motions 
were presented during the 
budget-handling meeting 
Wednesday night and early 
Thursday morning. One of 
the motions, presented by 
SP, dealt with the case of 
a former St. Maarten civil 
servant who had enjoyed a 
“royal” salary plus extras 
while working in the 
Netherlands. MP Ronald 
van Raak requested that the 
Dutch Government provide 
an overview of similar 
allowances for former 
Antillean politicians. □ 


Moses-Burton honoured for 
work in AIDS prevention 

PHILIPSBURG—St. Maarten’s HIV/AIDS Programme 
Manager Suzette Moses-Burton has received the Juanita 
Altenberg Award for Excellence from the Caribbean 
Vulnerable Communities Coalition (CVC). 

The announcement was made on World AIDS Day by Dr. 
Robert Carr, Executive Director of CVC. 

Dr. Carr said Moses-Burton stood out in the region as a 
defender of the human rights of persons living with HIV and 
AIDS. In a release he said she has worked regionally to help 
set up national groups and to build the capacity of members 
of people living with HIV community. 

Additionally she has done extensive work with members of 
other populations most at risk for HIV, the release further 
quoted Dr. Carr as saying. 

The release also mentioned that Moses-Burton is well 
respected on the international scene as an activist who 
is unapologetic in making her demands on behalf of the 
communities she serves, as she has lobbied with many 
different groups, such as Caribbean Parliamentarians, 
international AIDS programmes managers and funders. 
Juanita Altenberg, after whom the award is named, is 
described as a pioneer in the Caribbean region in HIV 
advocacy, care, treatment and prevention for communities 
both hard hit by the HIV epidemic and by social stigma and 
exclusion. 

In addition to her serving as the Executive Director of Maxi 
Linder, one of the region’s most respected leaders in services 
to most vulnerable populations especially sex workers, 
Altenberg also served as the Founding Co-Chair of the Board 
of the CVC which now names this award in her honour in 
order to celebrate her work. 

Moses-Burton said the award is not just an honour, but a 
humbling experience to have the work that I she does 
acknowledged by her peers in the fight against HIV in the 
region. 

“There are others in my opinion far more deserving of this 
award; however I thank CVC and its members for this 
recognition,” she said. □ 
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Kingdom partners: ‘One likes brown beans, the other herring' 


THE HAGUE—People in the 
Dutch Kingdom differ a great 
deal where it comes to culture 
and other social aspects. In the 
Caribbeanpartofthe Kingdom, 
people like to eat brown beans 
and rice, while those living 
on the European side would 
rather eat herring. However, 
there are also aspects that bind 
people in the Kingdom, which 
makes it worth continuing 
together, was the conclusion 
at Wednesday’s symposium 
“Future of the Kingdom, the 
joint value of the Kingdom.” 
“The Antillean comes to the 
table with a plate with brown 
beans and rice. The Dutch 
person has a herring on the 
plate. The Antillean says I don’t 


like herring, I prefer my beans 
and rice. The Dutchman says 
I don’t like brown beans and 
rice, I am eating my herring.” 
It was a descriptive way of a 
member of the audience at 
the symposium to say that 
partners in the Kingdom don’t 
understand each other. 
“Bottom line:” said this 
member of the audience, 
“if I know you love me, I’ll 
listen to you. If you don’t 
love me, I’m not listening.” 
The audience and panellists 
at the symposium agreed 
that relations in the Kingdom 
required more than listening 
and that inter-human contact 
was key in safeguarding the 
values and interests of the 


Kingdom. 

It was also agreed that 
improvement of know-how, 
mostly through education 
in and about the Kingdom, 
played a major role. Some said 
that establishment of bodies 
on Kingdom and international 
levels, like a Kingdom 
Parliament or a Kingdom 
Commissioner of Human 
Rights, could help safeguard 
joint values in the Kingdom. 
Others maintained that there 
was a role for the Dutch Royal 
Family. 

Panellist attorney-at-law Leo 
Spigt suggested a bottom-up 
instead of the current top-down 
approach to talk to each other 
and solve issues at Kingdom 
level. “We have to get away 
from the top-down approach 
whereby the Netherlands 
says this is the problem and 
that is how we solve it, with 
a carrot in one hand and a 
stick in the other,” said Spigt, 
who founded law offices both 
in the Netherlands and in the 
Netherlands Antilles. 

The historic bond between 
partners in the Kingdom “with 
its good and bad sides” is 
the most evident value, said 
panellist former Antillean 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Justice Susy Camelia-Romer. 
The islands have an emotional 
bond with the Netherlands, 
a relationship that affects 
everyday life, she said. 
Considering this intimate 
relationship, the island was 
“deeply indignant” when The 
Hague launched “another 
proposal” that affected Dutch 
citizenship and the rights of 
residents of the islands with 
Dutch nationality to live, work 
and study in the Netherlands, 
said Camelia-Romer. She 
was obviously referring to 
the Kingdom law proposal 
regulating the movement 
of persons (Rijkswet 
Personenverkeer). 

According to Camelia-Romer, 
the role of the Kingdom 
or the Netherlands should 
be limited to the guarantee 
function as stated in Article 
43 of the Charter, and should 
not be influenced by Dutch 
politics. She pointed out that 
the islands had democratically 
elected governments. 

Camelia-Romer said she was 
in favour of independence for 


Curasao in a commonwealth 
construction. She said partners 
in the Kingdom needed to 
decide whether they wanted to 
continue with each other. 

To realise a better balanced 
relationship between partners 
in the Kingdom, panellist 
Gerrit-Jan van Oven, former 
Public Prosecutor in the 
Netherlands Antilles and 
currently judge in The 
Hague, proposed a Kingdom 
Parliament. “Control of the 
Kingdom Government is not 
possible without a Kingdom 
Parliament,” he said. Van 
Oven named the Royal Family, 
human rights and democracy 
and mutual respect as joint 
values in the Kingdom. 

Fellow panellist and University 
of Aruba dean Lydia 
Emerencia said without true 
understanding of the dynamics 
of the changes it would be 
impossible to cooperate with 
each other in the Kingdom. 
She said there was diversity in 
the Kingdom and so partners 
should not think in uniform 
terms. The time factor should 
be taken into consideration 
- time to talk, listen to each 
and find common solutions. 
Emerencia said the Kingdom 
partners didn’t have a joint 
history, but merely shared a 
part of history. 

Professor Piet Hein van 
KempenofRadboudUniversity 
in Nijmegen, specialised in 
human rights, presented his 
solution for the conflicts in 
the Kingdom: a Kingdom 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights. The independent, 
objective Commissioner 
would see to it that the rights 
of every human being in the 
Kingdom were respected 
and implemented. The 
Commissioner should have no 
political links and it would not 
be a government organ, but a 
neutral institution. 

Several persons in the audience 
didn’t think a Commissioner 
was a good idea for various 
reasons: it wouldn’t work, 
there are already objective, 
independent organs like 
the Council of State and 
the governors, and the to- 
be-established Council for 
Supervision of Maintenance 
of Law and Order (Raad voor 
de Rechtshandhaving) would 
have more or less the same 


authority in the judicial area. 
The audience was asked to vote 
on two positions by holding up 
a green card if they agreed and 
a red card if they disagreed. 
The first one was: “Are there 
sufficient values and interests 
to secure the existence of the 
Kingdom for a longer time?” 
The second one read: “The 
love for the Kingdom is only 
experienced in the Caribbean.” 
The audience voted 50-50 for 
the second position, while the 
majority voted green on the 
first position. 

Persons in the audience 
actively participated in the 
debate. Many posed critical 
questions and at times the 
discussion even became 
emotional. 

They addressed matters 
like education, which was 
important so that children on 
the islands would have a better 
future, the need to reduce the 
distance between politics 
and citizens, teaching Dutch 
children the history of the 
Kingdom, the general lack of 
respect and understanding in 
the Kingdom, and getting rid 
of the Dutch thinking of “who 
pays, decides.” 

The audience did exactly 
what Dutch State Secretary 
of Kingdom Relations Anlc 
Bijleveld-Schouten, whose 
BZK ministry had organised 
the Kingdom symposium, had 
asked them to do: don’t hold 
back, speak out. She threw out 
rather controversial statements 
to the public. She asked if 
the presupposition that the 
Kingdom partners would 
maintain a relationship was 
realistic and said that more 
autonomy wasn’t the same as 
no more cooperation. 
Bijleveld-Schouten said she 
didn’t believe that a good 
relationship always had to 
be balanced. “It is not of 
great importance that people 
in all parts of the Kingdom 
have equal knowledge about 
each other, or that everyone 
feels equally bound,” she 
said. Solidarity could only be 
measured in terms of practical 
cooperation or joint facilities. 
“If these diminish in the future 
or lose their significance, and 
only symbols of solidarity 
remain, we move from 
relationship to folklore,” she 
said.Q 


Antilles to appoint eight 
‘dismantling consultants’ 

WILLEMSTAD—The Netherlands Antilles is on the verge of 
appointing eight dismantling consultants. They will be given 
the task of dismantling the eight ministries of the country. 
Home and Constitutional Affairs Minister Roland Duncan 
(National Alliance) brought this up during the debate on the 
2010 budget in the Antillean Parliament. Each consultant 
will be responsible for the dismantling of one ministry. 

The minister further indicated that there already had been 
a tender to come up with the required manpower. The 
quotations already have been received, but a decision remains 
forthcoming on who will be charged with this task. 

The consultant expenditures amount to 95,000 guilders per 
ministry. 

The Netherlands will come up with this amount through 
development financing entity USONA. 

The dismantling consultants will be the counterparts at country 
level of the “quartermasters” at island level. Quartermasters 
are consultants deployed to establish the new ministries of 
the future countries Curasao and St. Maarten at island level. 
Duncan had to answer many questions from Members of 
Parliament regarding the commencement day for the transfer 
of tasks and personnel from the country Netherlands Antilles 
to the various Island Territories. He announced that he could 
not answer such as yet, as it was up to the islands to indicate 
when they were ready for the transfer. 

However, he was able to state the Central Government 
officials would be “placed at the disposal” of the Island 
Territories by the Netherlands Antilles. 

A song-and-dance occurred when Duncan gave a CD to 
Parliament Chairman Pedro Atacho (PAR) that contained 
information on the dismantling process. The minister 
requested Parliament to be cautious with respect to the 
personal information, because the CD contained confidential 
data on officials, among others. 

This led to a discussion between Duncan, Atacho and the 
MAN faction members Dwigno Puriel and Eunice Eisden 
on how to deal with the information on the CD, because it 
contained confidential data as well as information to be used 
publicly. 

At a certain point Duncan became so fed up with the 
discussion that he took back the CD and proceeded with the 
verbal explanation on the questions. Q 









GM Chair urges risk taking, 
names new executives 


Stocks edge higher as 
employers cut fewer lobs 



Specialist Donald Hemple, foreground center, and colleagues 
watch monitors at the post that trades Bank of America on the 
floor of the New York Stock Exchange Friday, Dec. 4,2009. Stocks 
surged in early trading after the government said the nation’s 
jobless rate dropped to 10 percent in November and far fewer jobs 
were lost. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 



By TOM KRISHER 
and DEE-ANN DURBIN, 

AP Auto Writers 
DETROIT - General Motors 
Co. Chairman Ed Whitacre Jr. 
urged the troubled automaker’s 
employees to forget their old 
bureaucratic culture, telling 
them Friday not to fear being 
fired for taking risks. 
Whitacre, who also 
announced key management 
changes, wants to speed up 
the automaker’s shift to an 
entrepreneurial culture where 
decisions are made quickly. 
“We want you to step up. We 
don’t want any bureaucracy,” 
Whitacre told employees, 
strolling back and forth across 
a stage at the company’s 
headquarters here. “We’re 
not going to make it if you 
won’t take a risk,” he told the 
audience of 800. 

In a 45-minute presentation 
that was broadcast to 
employees on internal 
television networks and over 
the Internet, Whitacre also 
unveiled a mission statement 
to design, build and sell the 
world’s best vehicles. 
Whitacre, who peppered his 
address with self-deprecating 
humor, named Vice Chairman 
Bob Lutz, who has long 
advocated for a more risk¬ 
taking culture, as his adviser 
for product development. 
Whitacre also said he is 
recombining sales and 
marketing, placing them 


under Susan Docherty. She 
became head of sales when 
former CEO Fritz Henderson 
separated the roles of sales 
and marketing. Henderson 
left the company earlier this 
week. 

Lutz, 77, who had been in 
charge of marketing, will 
help Whitacre learn about the 
business, he said. 

In another key move, the 
chairman, who joined GM in 
June, promoted engineering 
chief Mark Reuss to run North 
American operations. Reuss 
recently was named head of 
engineering, and before that 
ran the company’s Holden 
operations in Australia. 

GM board member Stephen 
Girsky, a former auto analyst 
with Morgan Stanley, also 
will be an adviser to Whitacre. 
Girsky worked briefly as an 
analyst in the treasurer’s office 
at GM in the late 1980s, and 
also was an adviser to former 
CEO Rick Wagoner in 2005 
and 2006. 

During his speech, Whitacre 
set a tone of humility and 
encouraged employees to give 
him ideas. 

“I’m on the 39th floor of the 
RenCen. You’re all welcome,” 
he said, referring to GM’s 
headquarters. He also said he 
would be roving around GM’s 
operations, drawing laughter. 
Recently, former auto task 
force leader Stephen Rattner 
criticized GM executives for 
using a private elevator that 
took them directly to their 
offices, bypassing employees. 
When one employee asked 
Whitacre if he would consider 
reviving the Pontiac or 
Hummer brands, Whitacre 
shrugged. 

“I’d say the probability is low. 
But I don’t know. I’m new to 
this business,” he said. 

He was also effusive with 
his praise, calling GM 
“intellectually better” than its 
rivals. □ 


By TIM PARADIS 

and IEVA M. AUGSTUMS, 

AP Business Writers 

NEW YORK - Stocks gave 
up some of their early gains 
as investors, seeing a brighter 
employment picture as a sign 
of economic strength, worry 
about higher interest rates. 
Major stock indexes edged 
higher Friday as news 
that employers cut fewer 
jobs in November brought 
expectations that the Federal 
Reserve could hike rates or 
remove other supports from 
the economy sooner than 
expected. 

Treasurys and gold fell 
as demand for safe-haven 
investments eased. 

The prospects of increased 
rates lifted the dollar. That, in 
turn, ate into an early surge 
in stocks and commodities 
including oil. 

The Labor Department said 
the economy shed 11,000 
jobs last month, the smallest 
monthly loss since December 
2007. That’s much better than 
the 130,000 losses Wall Street 
economists expected and also 
an improvement from the 
111 ,000 cuts in October. 


The unemployment rate fell to 
10 percent from 10.2 percent 
in October, a 26-year high. 
Economists had expected the 
rate to remain unchanged. 
Meanwhile, the Commerce 
Department said orders to U.S. 
factories posted a surprise 
jump in October as demand 
jumped for aircraft and energy. 
Orders rose 0.6 percent in 
October, better than the flat 
reading that economists had 
expected. It was the sixth 
increase in seven months. 

Phil Orlando, chief equity 
market strategist at Federated 
Investors in New York, said 
the jobs and factories reports 
could draw investors into the 
market who had been skeptical 
about how well the economy 
was doing. 

“This number was just 
phenomenal,” said Phil 
Orlando, chief equity market 
strategist atFederatedlnvestors 
in New York, referring to the 
job loss figure. “That sound 
you heard was bears fainting 
all across America and hitting 
their head on the pavement.” 
In early afternoon trading, the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
rose 27.96, or 0.3 percent, to 


10,394.11. In early trading, 
the Dow reached a new 
trading high for the year of 
10,516.70. 

The broader Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index rose 5.40, 
or 0.5 percent, to 1,105.32, 
after setting a 2009 high of 
1,119.13. 

The Nasdaq composite index 
rose 16.21, or 0.8 percent, to 
2,189.35, reaching a high for 
the year of 2,214.39. 

The jobs report weighed on 
bond prices, pushing yields 
higher. The benchmark 10- 
year Treasury note fell about 
a point, pushing its yield up 
to 3.49 percent from 3.38 
percent late Thursday. The 
yield on the three-month T- 
bill rose to 0.05 percent from 
0.04 percent. 

A rise in the dollar held back an 
advance on the stock market. 
For months, stocks have fallen 
when the dollar strengthens 
because a rising greenback 
makes commodities more 
expensive for foreign buyers 
and can eat into the profits 
U.S. companies collect from 
overseas. 

The ICE Futures U.S. dollar 
index, which measures the 
greenback against a basket 
of foreign currencies, rose 1 
percent. 

Charlie Smith, chief 
investment officer at Fort Pitt 
Capital in Pittsburgh, said 
some traders are worrying 
that the Fed will try to wean 
big banks from low-cost loans 
and disrupt trades that have 
been profitable this year. He 
contends that spoiling the 
easy trades could prompt 
banks to boost lending as they 
look for more places to put 
their money. 

“It forces the bankers to be 
bankers instead of just sort of 
taking the free money from 
the Fed and buying Treasurys 
with it,” Smith said.Q 
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Unexpected drop in Jobless rate sparks optimism 


By CHRISTOPHER S. 
RUGABER, 

AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON - A surprising 
drop in the unemployment rate 
and far fewer job losses last 
month raised hopes Friday for a 
sustained economic recovery. 

The rate unexpectedly fell to 10 
percent, from 10.2 percent in 
October, as employers cut the 
fewest number of jobs since the 
recession began. The government 
also said 159,000 fewer jobs were 
lost in September and October 
than first reported. 

If part-time workers who want 
full time jobs and laid-off workers 
who have given up looking for 
jobs are included, the so-called 
underemployment rate also fell, 
to 17.2 percent from 17.5 percent 
in October. 

The better-than-expected figures 
provided a rare dose of good 
news for a labor market that’s lost 
7.2 million jobs in two years. The 
unemployment rate hadn’t fallen 
since July. Still, the respite may 
be temporary. 

Job creation is expected to 
remain far too weak in coming 
months to absorb the 15.4 
million unemployed people 
who are seeking work — and 
the 11.5 million others who are 
underemployed. As more people 
begin seeking work, the jobless 
rate is likely to resume rising. 

The report offered evidence 
of how hard it remains to find 
a job: The number of people 
unemployed for at least six 
months rose last month to 5.9 
million. And the average length 
of unemployment has risen to 
more than 28 weeks, the longest 
on records dating to 1948. 

Even counting last month’s 
decline, the unemployment rate 
has more than doubled since the 
recession began in December 
2007, when it stood at 4.9 percent. 
And the underemployment rate 
has jumped to 17.2 percent from 
8.7 percent. 

“We will need very substantial 
job growth to get unemployment 
lower, especially when the labor 
force ... starts growing again,” 
said Lawrence Mishel, president 
of the Economic Policy Institute, 
a liberal think tank. 

Still, economists and investors 
drew hope from the Labor 
Department report. It said the 
economy shed 11,000 jobs last 
month — a sharp improvement 
from October’s revised total of 
111,000. And it was much better 
than the 130,000 Wall Street 
economists had expected. 

The average work week also rose 
to 33.2 hours, from a record low 
of 33 hours, along with average 
earnings. Economists expect 


employers will increase hours 
for their current workers before 
hiring new ones. 

“We’ve still got a long way 
to go, but the good news in 
this report provides important 
positive momentum,” said 
Carl Riccadonna, senior U.S. 
economist at Deutsche Bank. 
President Barack Obama, 
speaking in Allentown, Pa., 
applauded the drop in job losses 
and put finishing touches on a 
proposal he’ll unveil next week to 
try to stimulate business hiring. 
He will endorse sending new 
money to state and local 
governments to stem their layoffs 
and expanding a program that 
gives people cash incentives to 
fix up homes with energy-saving 
materials, a senior administration 
official said. 

Obama will also endorse new tax 
breaks for small businesses that 
hire workers, said the official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the package, 
and Obama’s speech, are still 
being crafted. 

The stock market initially jumped 
in response to the jobs report, 
before giving up all its gains 
later in the day. In mid-afternoon 
trading, the Dow Jones industrial 
average was down about 35 
points. Broader stock averages 
were mixed. 

The increase in hours worked 
means employees are earning 
more income, Riccadonna said, 
which could help boost consumer 
spending and enable Americans 
to pay down more debt. 

Average weekly earnings jumped 
$4.08 to $622.17, the report said. 
Temporary help services added 
52,000 jobs, the fourth straight 
increase. That’s also positive 
news, because companies are 
likely to hire temporary workers 
before adding permanent ones. 
Total employment usually starts 
to increase between three and 
six months after temporary 
employment, Riccadonna said. 
The economy has now lost jobs 
for 23 straight months. But 
the small decline in November 
indicates the nation could begin 
generating jobs soon. Many 
economists think it will happen 
in the first quarter of next year. 
David Rosenberg, chief 
economist for Canadian wealth 
management firm Gluskin 
Sheff, said the 7 point difference 
between the jobless rate and 
underemployment rate is almost 
double the usual gap. That’s an 
indication of how many more 
people are likely to be looking for 
work in coming months. 

Another worrisome sign: 
The National Federation of 
Independent Business said 


Thursday that a monthly survey 
of its small business members 
showed that more companies 
plan to reduce employment in the 
next three months than plan to 
add jobs. 

And a survey by outplacement 
firm Challenger, Gray & 
Christmas Thursday found a 
sharp drop in the number of 
companies planning to hire 
workers in November, compared 
with the previous month. 

The services sector gained 
58,000 jobs last month, while 
manufacturing and construction 
shed 68,000 positions. Education 
and health services added 
40,000 jobs, and government 
employment rose 7,000. 

The unemployment rate fell 
because the number of jobless 
Americans dropped by 325,000 
to 15.4 million. The jobless rate 
is calculated from a survey of 
households. The number of jobs 
lost or gained, by contrast, is 
calculated from a separate survey 
of business and government 
establishments. The two surveys 
can sometimes vary. 

The unemployment rate also 
dropped because fewer people 
are looking for work. The size of 
the labor force, which includes 
the employed and those actively 
searching for jobs, has fallen 
by 1.2 million in the past six 
months. That indicates more of 
the unemployed are giving up on 
looking for work. 

The participation rate, or the 
percentage of the population 
employed or looking for work, 
fell to 65 percent, the lowest 
since the recession began. Once 
laid-off people stop hunting for 
jobs, they are no longer counted 
in the unemployment rate. 

Even as layoffs are easing, the 
slow pace of hiring is causing 
headaches for political leaders. 
The employment report comes 
a day after President Barack 
Obama hosted a “jobs summit” at 
the White House, where he told 
economists, business executives 
and union leaders that he is “open 
to every demonstrably good idea” 
to create jobs. 

Democrats in Congress are 
considering legislation that would 
extend jobless benefits for those 
who have run out and help the 
unemployed pay for health care 
coverage. Those measures could 
cost up to $100 billion. 

The unemployment rate has 
dropped recently in some other 
countries as the global economy 
recovers. Canada said Friday 
that its economy added 79,000 
jobs last month, pushing down 
its jobless rate to 8.5 percent 
from 8.6 percent. Canada hasn’t 
experienced the type of housing 



Tony Thomas of West Palm Beach fills out paperwork at a job 
fair at Workforce Alliance in West Palm Beach, Florida in this 
November 6, 2009 file photo. U.S. employers cut only 11,000 jobs 
last month, the best showing in nearly two years, and the jobless 
rate edged down to 10 percent, a strong suggestion the jobs market 
was edging towards health, according to a U.S. Labor Department 
report issued on December 4, 2009. Picture taken November 6, 
2009. 


REUTERS/Joe Skipper/Files 


meltdown and financial crisis 
that slammed the U.S. economy 
last year. 

On Tuesday, Germany said its 
unemployment rate fell to 7.6 
percent in November from 7.7 
percent, as the country’s exports 


have rebounded. Germany 
subsidizes the pay of workers 
whose hours are cut, as a way 
to help companies avoid layoffs. 
That has kept its unemployment 
rate lower throughout the global 
downturn. □ 
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Brady picks winning door with ‘let’s Make a Deal’ 



In this publicity image released by CBS, game show 
host Wayne Brady is shown on the set of, ‘Let’s Make A 
Deal,’ in Las Vegas, Nev. 

(AP Photo/CBS, Monty Brinton) 

By LYNN ELBER, 

AP Television Writer 


LOS ANGELES - Wayne Brady is savoring a big 
year, with doors opening to him at Carnegie Hall, 
the White House and, in multiples, on “Let’s Make 
a Deal.” 

The actor-singer-funnyman debuted in October as 
host of a revival of Monty Hall’s classic game show, 
riding herd on eager contestants choosing between 
cash and the chance of prizes tucked, famously, 
behind door number one, two or three. 

The game show gig and Brady’s sold-out Carnegie 
Hall debut in New York followed his White House 
performance as part of a tribute to Stevie Wonder 
last February. 

Carnegie was “a wonderful milestone in my life,” 
said Brady, who was backed by the New York Pops 
orchestra for a salute to Sammy Davis Jr. and Sam 
Cooke. “To be able to do that and to launch what 
we hope is a successful game show, a bit of iconic 
American TV, that’s not a bad year.” 

Hall, a consultant on the new “Deal” produced by 
FremantleMedia North America, said a number of 
contenders were considered and rejected for host 
of the Las Vegas-based daytime show that airs on 
CBS (check local listings) from the Tropicana hotel- 
casino. “We needed someone who could ad lib, be 
charming, work with contestants and run the show,” 
Hall said. He’d tried to woo Brady before, without 
success, but this time prevailed. 

Brady, who exudes earnest confidence along with 
that easy charm, says “Deal” represents another 
step in building a career as an all-around entertainer 


in the mold of a Davis or Billy Crystal or John 
Leguizamo. 

“I’m an actor first and foremost, who happens to do 
improv. I’ve also done sitcoms, I’ve done stage,” 
he said, with TV credits including his 2002-04 talk 
show and guest shots on “30 Rock,” “Girlfriends” 
and other series. The Grammy-nominated singer is 
working on two new CDs, including one he calls a 
“big band-soul record.” 

The ultimate goal, he said, is an epitaph in the 
very distant future that reads, “This guy did just 
about everything you could do in the entertainment 
business and was good at it all” — similar to what’s 
inscribed at Davis’ grave in Forest Lawn cemetery 
in Glendale: “The Entertainer: He Did It All.” 
Brady, 37, demonstrated his quick wit on Drew 
Carey’s “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” and a knack for 
running a quiz show on “Don’t Forget the Lyrics!” 
And he said he doesn’t feel the need to separate 
himself on “Deal” from Hall and his reign. 

“By virtue of me being myself, it’s already different. 
It’s the host in the middle of an audience and there’s 
no script, so it’s just me,” he said. “You can’t be 
Monty Hall; he had his own very dry thing and a 
great bearing about him that made you trust him.” 
“All I can do is make the contestants feel good and 
be affable and have a good time,” said Brady, noting 
parallels between hosting and doing improv. “That’s 
what this show’s about. It’s about contestants and 
the game. It’s not about a host trying to hog the 
spotlight.’Q 
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The power of Soy 



Tofu is displayed in a supermarket in Santa Monica, California 
October 3, 2007. 

REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson 

Soy may lessen risk of endometrial, 
ovarian cancers 

By Joene Hendry 

NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - Women who eat more 
soy-based foods than average may have less risk for certain 
cancers in the ovaries and the lining of the uterus, according 
to the combined findings of a few studies. 

The uterine lining cancers - also known as endometrial 
cancer - and the ovarian cancer are all known to be affected 
by hormones such as estrogen, which are mimicked by 
compounds in soy. While some soy compounds that act like 
estrogen are linked to a higher rate of breast cancer, studies 
have suggested the opposite for endometrial and ovarian 
cancer. 

The new report, in BJOG, An International Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, hints that odds of developing 
these cancers may be 40 percent lower among women who 
eat the highest amounts of soy-based foods. 

One of the authors of the new analysis, Dr. Kwon Myung, at 
the National Cancer Center in Goyang, Korea, told Reuters 
Health that the data is too preliminary to draw any firm 
conclusions. 

The National Cancer Institute estimates that more than 21,000 
women will be diagnosed with ovarian cancer and more than 
14,000 women will die of it in 2009. About 42,000 women 
will be diagnosed with endometrial cancer, according to the 
Institute, and about 8,000 will die of it. 

The seven studies Myung’s team reviewed - they rejected 
others that were of poorer quality — included more than 
169,000 women, of whom 3,516 had one of the two cancers. 
Most of the studies evaluated the intake of soy or soy 
components from foods such as legumes, soy curd, or soy 
protein. 

Still, Myung said confirmation of the findings would require 
“a higher level of evidence,” and scientists have yet to 
determine the optimal amount of soy-based foods.□ 



The soybean (U.S.) or soyabean 
(UK) (commonly misspelled 
“Soyabean”) (Glycine max) is 
a species of legume native to 
East Asia. The plant is classed 
as a plant rather than a pulse. It 
is an annual plant that has been 
used in China for 5,000 years 
to primarily add nitrogen into 
the soil as part of crop rotation. 
The plant is sometimes referred 
to as greater bean (China) or 
edamame (Japan), though the 
latter is more commonly used 
in English when referring to a 
specific dish. In Vietnam, the 
plant is called 5au tydng or Sau 
nanh. 

The English word “soy” is 
derived from the Japanese 
pronunciation of (shoyu), the 
Japanese word for Soya sauce; 
soya comes from the Dutch 
adaptation of the same word. 

Fat-free(defatted) soybean meal 
is a primary, relatively low-cost, 
source of protein for animal 
feeds or rations; soy vegetable 
oil is another valuable product 
of processing the soybean crop. 
Soybean products such as TVP 
(textured vegetable protein), 
for example, are important 
ingredients in many meat and 
dairy analogues. Soybeans are 
also used to make soy sauce, 
and the oil is used in many 
industrial applications. Themain 



producers of soy are the United 
States, Brazil, Argentina, China 
and India. The beans contain 
significant amounts of phytic 
acid, alpha-Linolenic acid, and 
the isoflavones genistein and 
daidzein. 

Soy varies in growth, habit, and 
height. It may grow not higher 
than 20 cm (7.8 inches), or 
grow up to 2 meters (6.5 feet) 
high. 

The pods, stems, and leaves are 
covered with fine brown or gray 
hairs. The leaves are trifoliolate, 


having 3 to 4 leaflets per leaf, 
and the leaflets are 6-15 cm 
(2-6 inches) long and 2-7 cm 
(1-3 inches) broad. The leaves 
fall before the seeds are mature. 
The inconspicuous, self-fertile 
flowers are borne in the axil of 
the leaf and are white, pink or 
purple. 

The fruit is a hairy pod that 
grows in clusters of 3-5, each 
pod is 3-8 cm long(l-3 inches) 
and usually contains 2^1 
(rarely more) seeds 5-11 mm in 
diameter. 




Soybeans occur in various 
sizes, and in many hull or seed 
coat colors, including black, 
brown, blue, yellow, green and 
mottled. The hull of the mature 
bean is hard, water resistant, 
and protects the cotyledon 
and hypocotvl (or “germ”) 
from damage. If the seed coat 
is cracked, the seed will not 
germinate . The scar, visible 
on the seed coat, is called the 
hilum (colors include black, 
brown, buff, gray and yellow) 
and at one end of the hilum is 
the micropyle, or small opening 
in the seed coat which can 
allow the absorption of water 
for sprouting. 

Remarkably, seeds such as 
soybeans containing very 
high levels of protein can 
undergo desiccation yet 
survive and revive after water 
absorption. A. Carl Leopold, 
son of Aldo Leopold , began 
studying this capability at the 
Boyce Thompson Institute 

for Plant Research at Cornell 
University in the mid 1980s. 
He found soybeans and com 
to have a range of soluble 
carbohydrates protecting the 
seed’s cell viability. 141 Patents 
were awarded to him in the 
early 1990s on techniques 
for protecting “biological 
membranes” and proteins 
in the dry state. Compare to 
tardigrades . 

Together, oil and protein 
content account for about 60% 


of dry soybeans by weight; 
protein at 40% and oil at 20%. 
The remainder consists of 35% 
carbohydrate and about 5% ash. 
Soybean cultivars comprise 
approximately 8% seed coat or 
hull, 90% cotyledons and 2% 
hypocotyl axis or germ. 

Most soy protein is a relatively 
heat-stable storage protein. 
This heat stability enables soy 
food products requiring high 
temperature cooking, such as 
tofu, soy milk and textured 
vegetable protein (soy flour) to 
be made. 



For human consumption, 
soybeans must be cooked with 
“wet” heat in order to destroy 
the trypsin inhibitors (serine 
protease inhibitors). It is not 
advisable to eat raw soybeans. 
Soybeans are considered by 
many agencies to be a source of 
complete protein. Q 
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U.S. soldiers patrol in the center of Kabul, Afghanistan on Wednesday, Dec.2, 2009. U.S. President 
Barack Obama, in a defining moment of his presidency, announced Tuesday he would deepen the 
U.S. involvement in Afghanistan, sending 30,000 more troops to fight the Taliban despite Americans’ 
growing pessimism about the war. 

Associated Press 


U.S. Marines launch 
offensive in Afghanistan 


ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU 
Associated Press Writer 

KABUL (AP) — U.S. Marines swooped 
down behind Taliban lines in helicopters and 
Osprey aircraft Friday in the first offensive 
since President Barack Obama announced an 
American troop surge. 

About 1,000 Marines and 150 Afghan troops 
were taking part in “Operation Cobra’s 
Anger” in a bid to disrupt Taliban supply and 
communications lines in the Now Zad Valley of 
Helmand province in southern Afghanistan, the 
scene of heavy fighting last summer, according 
to Marine spokesman Maj. William Pelletier. 
Hundreds of troops from the 3rd Battalion, 4th 
Marines and the Marine reconnaissance unit 
Task Force Raider dropped by helicopters and 
MV-22 Osprey aircraft in the northern end of 
the valley while a second, larger Marine force 
pushed northward from the main Marine base 
in the town of Now Zad, Pelletier said. 

A U.S. military official in Washington said 
it was the first use of Ospreys, aircraft that 
combine features of helicopters and fixed wing 
aircraft, in an offensive involving units larger 
than platoons. 

The official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to 
detail the operation, said that Ospreys have 
previously been used for intelligence and patrol 
operations. 


Combat engineers used armored steamrollers 
and explosives to force a corridor through 
Taliban minefields — known as “IED Alley” 
because of the huge number of roadside bombs, 
known as improvised explosive devices, and 
land mines, Pelletier said. 

Roadside bombs and mines have become 
the biggest killer of American troops in 
Afghanistan. 

There were no reports of U.S. or Afghan 
government casualties. The spokesman for the 
Afghan governor of Helmand province, Daood 
Ahmadi, said at least four Taliban fighters had 
been killed and their bodies recovered. 

He said more than 300 mines and roadside 
bombs had been located in the first day of the 
operation. 

Pelletier said insurgents were caught off guard 
by the early morning air assault. 

“Right now, the enemy is confused and 
disorganized,” Pelletier said by telephone from 
Camp Leatherneck, the main Marine base 
in Helmand. “They’re fighting, but not too 
effectively.” 

The offensive began three days after Obama 
announced that he was sending 30,000 
reinforcements to Afghanistan to help turn 
the tide against the Taliban and train Afghan 
security forces to take responsibility for 
defending against the militants. 

Continued on Page B6 


Obama: lobs plan 
will lump-start’ hiring 



Job recruiters wait at a booth at a holiday job fair at Skyline 
College in San Bruno, Calif., Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2009. The 
number of newly laid-off workers filing claims for unemployment 
benefits last week fell to the lowest level in 10 months, evidence 
that job cuts are easing as the economy slowly heals. 

Associated Press 

ANDREW TAYLOR 
PHILIP ELLIOTT 
Associated Press Writers 

ALLENTOWN, Pennsylvania (AP) — Even as he trumpeted a 
slowdown in the country’s job losses Friday, President Barack 
Obama put finishing touches on a proposal he’ll unveil next 
week to “jump-start” business hiring across America. 

Continued on Page B4 



U.S. murder suspect Amanda Knox turns around during a final 
hearing at the court in Perugia, Italy, Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. An 
Italian jury has begun deliberations in the yearlong trial of 
American student Knox, who is charged with murdering her 
British roommate Meredith Kercher in 2007 with her former 
boyfriend Italian murder suspect Raffaele Sollecito. A verdict is 
expected later today. 

Associated Press 

Knox convicted, sentenced 
to 26 years in Italy 


Read Page B8 
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Kremlin agrees with U.S. to maintain expiring pact 



U.S. President Barack Obama speaks with his Russian counterpart 
Dmitry Medvedev during their meeting on the sidelines of the 
APEC summit in Singapore, Sunday, Nov. 15, 2009. 

Associated Press 


DESMOND BUTLER 
Associated Press Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States and Russia said 
Friday that they had agreed 
to maintain the provisions of 
a major nuclear arms control 
treaty hours before it is set to 
expire. 

In a joint statement by Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev 
and U.S. counterpart Barack 


Obama, the two sides 
pledged to continue to work 
together “in the spirit” of the 
expiring 1991 Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty. 

Meanwhile, U.S. and Russian 
negotiators are working 
intensively to reach a deal for 
a successor treaty. 

In Friday’s statement, the 
two sides also express their 
“firm intention to ensure that 


a new treaty on strategic arms 
enters into force at the earliest 
possible date.” 

The U.S.-Russian pledge 
would appear to mean that the 
two sides would continue to 
respect the expiring limits on 
arms and to allow inspectors 
to continue verifying that both 
sides are living up to the deal. 
White House press secretary 
Robert Gibbs said that Obama 
and Medvedev discussed 
some of the remaining items 
to be resolved in a phone call 
Friday. 

“We will continue working 
through the next 24 hours,” 
Gibbs told reporters, but he 
said it was unlikely that all the 
outstanding issues could be 
resolved in that time. 

Gibbs acknowledgedEuropean 
media speculation that Obama 
will make a side trip to Prague 
next week to sign a START 
deal with Medvedev before 
he goes to Oslo to collect his 
Nobel Peace Prize on Dec. 10. 
“We’d have to have an advance 
team somewhere in Europe 


to do that, and we don’t have 
one,” Gibbs said. 

Negotiators had given up 
hope months ago of having 
a new deal ratified and in 
place before the expiration at 
midnight Greenwich Mean 
Time. 

Ratification of a new deal 
by Congress and the Russian 
Duma is likely to take months. 
Obama and Medvedev 
initially had set the expiration 
date as a target for completing 
negotiations. 

The expiring START treaty, 
signed by Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and 
President George H.W. Bush, 
required each country to cut 
its nuclear warheads by at least 
one-fourth, to about 6,000, and 
to implement procedures for 
verifying that each side was 
sticking to the agreement. 

The legal basis for the 
procedures, including 

inspections of nuclear 
facilities, also will expire 
Friday. The State Department 
said this week that it believes 


the two sides can keep some 
of the verification procedures 
in place through an informal 
political agreement that is not 
legally binding. 

Negotiators still are grappling 
over verification procedures 
for the new treaty, which have 
become the final sticking point 
preventing a deal. 

The Obama administration 
would welcome a quick 
conclusion to demonstrate 
an improvement in U.S.- 
Russian relations and to gain 
momentum for other arms 
control and nonproliferation 
goals. Washington also is 
looking for cooperation on 
issues including reining in 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions. 
However, Russia has fewer 
incentives for an immediate 
deal. 

Obama and Medvedev agreed 
at a Moscow summit in July 
to cut the number of nuclear 
warheads each possesses to 
between 1,500 and 1,675 
within seven years as part of a 
broad new treaty. □ 
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Report details new fumbles in Va. Tech shooting 


ZINIE CHEN SAMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 
RICHMOND, Virginia 

(AP) — Some Virginia Tech 
officials warned their own 
families and the president’s 
office was locked down well 
before a campus-wide alert 
was issued in the 2007 slayings 
of 32 people, according to a 
revised state report that details 
new fumbles in the response 
to the worst mass shooting in 
U.S. history. 

One student survived several 
hours after being shot without 
anyone notifying her family 
until she had died, said the 
updated report, released 
Friday. 

At least two officials with a 
crisis response team called 
their family members after the 
first shootings at a dorm and 
about 90 minutes before the 
all-campus alert was issued 


at 9:26 a.m.. The president’s 
office was locked down at 
8:52 a.m. and two academic 
buildings were also shut down 
before the general alert. 

The revisions, made partly 
in response to requests 
from victims’ families, also 
added details about troubling 
behavior by Seung-Hui Cho, 
and includes information from 
his mental-health records. Cho, 
a student from South Korea, 
killed 32 people and injured 
several others before killing 
himself on April 16, 2007, in 
the deadliest mass shooting in 
modem U.S. history. 

Gov. Timothy M. Kaine 
said the findings that some 
school officials called their 
own family members about 
the initial shootings in a 
dorm before an all-campus 
warning was issued were 
“inexcusable.” 


“There is almost never a reason 
not to provide immediate 
notification,” Kaine told the 
Associated Press Friday. “If 
university officials thought 
it was important enough to 
notify their own families, 
they should have let everyone 
know.” 

While new details were added 
and other portions were 
corrected or clarified, the 
original report’s conclusions 
and recommendations weren’t 
revised. The first document 
was critical of communications 
failures, privacy laws and 
other factors, and issued 
suggestions on improving 
campus emergency procedures 
and notification systems, 
mental health regulations, 
and gun purchase reporting 
requirements. 

Kaine agreed to the revision 
to correct factual errors and 


Swine flu cases less widespread 


MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 

ATLANTA (AP) — Swine flu infections 
continue to wane in the U.S., just as vaccine 
is becoming plentiful enough that some 
communities are allowing everyone to get it, 
not just those in priority groups. 

Swine flu was widespread in only 25 U.S. 
states last week — mostly in the Northeast 
and Southwest, officials at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said Friday. 
In late October, 48 states were reporting 
widespread cases of swine flu. But since then, 
there’s been a decline across the country, 
and it appears that a fall wave of swine flu 
infections has peaked. Meanwhile, a shortage 
of swine flu vaccine is easing, with 73 million 
doses now available, roughly twice as much 
as there was a month ago. And another 10 
million doses are expected in the next week, 
Dr. Thomas Frieden, the CDC’s director. 
Initially, limited supplies caused the CDC 
to advise state and local health officials to 
reserve doses for those at highest risk for 
severe complications from swine flu or those 
who take care of them. 


That group includes pregnant women, children 
and young adults, health-care workers and 
people with asthma and certain other health 
problems. 

Demand for the vaccine is still high in many 
places, but enough has become available that 
some communities are now giving it to people 
outside the priority groups, Frieden said. 

“The number of communities that do that will 
increase in the coming weeks,” he predicted, 
at a press conference in Atlanta. 

At least three states — Alaska, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma — have begun offering swine flu 
vaccine to all comers. And some communities 
have opened vaccinations up, said Paula 
Steib, spokeswoman for the Association of 
State and Territorial Health Officials. 

Since it was first identified in April, swine 
flu has sickened an estimated 22 million 
Americans and killed 4,000. It has proved to 
be similar to seasonal flu but a bigger threat 
to children and young adults. 

The swine flu pandemic has so far hit in 
two waves in the United States: First in the 
spring, then a larger wave that started in the 
late summer. □ 



In this undated photo released by the Virginia State Police, Seung- 
Hui Cho is shown. Seung-Hui, 23, is identified by police as the 
gunman suspected in the massacre that left 33 people dead at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va., Monday, April 16, 2007. 

Associated Press 


reflect new information that 
emerged after the panel he 
appointed to investigate the 
slayings completed its first 
document in August 2007. 
Victims’ parents had pressed 
for corrections, and wanted 
university officials and others 


to be held more accountable 
for their roles. 

Virginia Tech spokesman Mark 
Owczarski said in a statement 
Friday that “none of the new 
information merited changes 
to any of the recommendations 
in the original report.”q 
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JOBS PLAN 
Continued from Page B1 
In a speech from Washington 
on Tuesday, Obama plans to 
send Congress a list of ideas 
he supports for a new jobs 
bill. He will endorse sending 
the biggest chunk of fresh 
money to cash-strapped state 
and local governments to stem 
their layoffs and on expanding 
a program that gives people 
cash incentives to fix up 
their homes with energy¬ 
saving materials, a senior 
administration official said. 
Obama will also endorse 
new tax breaks for small 
businesses that hire workers, 
said the official, who spoke 


on condition of anonymity 
because the package, and 
Obama’s speech, are still being 
crafted. The president will 
support some new spending on 
construction of roads, bridges 
and other construction, but 
prefers to see that as a smaller 
portion of the package because 
administration economists 
calculate it doesn’t give as 
quick a boost to job creation 
as the other measures, the 
official said. 

“We need to grow jobs and 
get America back to work as 
quickly as we can,” Obama 
said Friday at an event at 
Lehigh Carbon Community 
College in Schnecksville, 


Pennsylvania. “On Tuesday, 
I’m going to speak in greater 
detail about the ideas I’ll be 
sending to Congress to help 
jump-start private sector 
hiring and get Americans back 
to work.” 

Job losses in the U.S. have 
been the worst since the 1930s, 
but new statistics out Friday 
showed a relatively moderate 
shedding of 11,000 jobs last 
month. The unemployment 
rate dipped from 10.2 percent 
in October to 10 percent in 
November. 

The Labor Department report 
showed November job losses 
were at the smallest monthly 
number since the recession 
began. 

“As we come to the end of 
this very tough year, I want to 
do something I haven’t had a 
chance to do that often during 
my first year in office and that 
is to share some modestly 
encouraging news on our 
economy,” Obama said before 
detailing the report. 
Channeling a campaign style 
and an upbeat tone, Obama 
called it “good news just in 
time for the season of hope” 


and said it is a sign his plans 
are starting to improve a 
battered economy. 

But, even with the best jobs 
report the country has had 
since 2007, Obama said the 
situation is still dire and in 
need of urgent attention. 
Unemployment is expected to 
remain high for months. 

“I still consider one job lost 
one job too many,” he said. 
“Good trends don’t pay the 
rent.” 

Making his pitch — and 
Americans’ pain — personal, 
Obama said his own family had 
members who were looking 
for work. The flourish was 
not included in his prepared 
remarks. 

While the economic crisis 
began under Obama’s 
predecessor, it now falls to 
the first-year president to 
right a sliding economy that 
has invited political criticism 
as unemployment stays high. 
Obama pointed to 700,000 
jobs lost each month before he 
took office in January. 

There is growing concern 
in the White House that 
unemployment problems could 


dwarf all others. Obama hosted 
a jobs summit at the White 
House Thursday, scheduled 
the trip to Pennsylvania for 
Friday and set the jobs-bill 
speech for Tuesday. 

During a visit Tuesday at 
Allentown Metal Works, the 
president adopted a campaign 
tone, casually chatting with 
the kind of working-class 
voters who will be crucial to 
his plan making its way to 
Congress and, more daunting, 
Democrats’ chances in the 
2010 congressional elections 
and his own in 2012. Obama 
has seen his approval rating 
slide as his promises of change 
have slammed into governing 
reality. 

The president’s motorcade 
raced past protesters. “Go 
home,” one group chanted. 
The group also hoisted 
signs reading “Fail!” and 
“Republicans work so you 
don’t have to.” 

In a nod to growing anxiety 
about federal deficits, Obama 
is also stressing a need not to 
increase federal spending too 
much. During Thursday’s jobs 
discussion with CEOs and 
academics at the White House, 
he said it is primarily up to the 
private sector to create large 
numbers of new jobs, because 
“we also, though, have to face 
the fact that our resources are 
limited.”The appetite for debt- 
financed jobs legislation is far 
higher in Congress, where 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said Congress will extend 
several items in February’s 
$787 billion economic 
stimulus measure. 

After talks with Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner 
and other administration 
officials, congressional 

Democrats are eying up to $70 
billion in unused borrowing 
authority from last year’s $700 
billion Wall Street bailout for 
jobs-related legislation, House 
Democratic aides said. 
Democrats say the Troubled 
Assets Relief Program money 
would pay for any jobs bill. 
But the move is largely 
cosmetic since tapping the 
bailout money would require 
issuing billions of dollars in 
new federal debt. The White 
House had hoped to lower 
deficit projections by not 
using the full $700 billion 
in TARP authority approved 
during last year’s economic 
meltdown. □ 


GOP cautions Obama 
against climate commitment 

By H. JOSEF HEBERT 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Even as he prepares to argue for action at the 
international climate conference, President Barack Obama is 
getting some reminders of the domestic political divide — and 
anxiety — over climate change. 

Twenty congressional Republicans, including the top House 
GOP leadership, sent a letter to the president Friday expressing 
their “grave concern” that the U.S. delegation might commit to 
mandatory greenhouse gas emissions reductions. 

“Only a treaty ratified by the United States Senate or legislation 
agreed to by Congress may commit our nation to any 
mandatory emissions reduction program,” wrote the Republican 
lawmakers. 

“Congress has the sole responsibility to approve such a 
program,” they added, asking for clarification “that the U.S. 
negotiators will not commit our government to an emissions 
reduction protocol at Copenhagen.’” 

The letter was signed by the two top ranking Republicans in the 
House, Rep. John Boehner of Ohio and Eric Cantor of Virginia, 
and 18 other GOP lawmakers including a number of committee 
chairmen. It reflected their strong opposition to legislation that 
would reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from power plants 
and industry by 17 percent by 2020. 

The House narrowly passed the bill last summer, but it has 
stalled in the Senate, which is expected to take up climate 
legislation in the spring. 

Obama has said the United States is prepared to commit to 
reductions in the 17 percent range by 2020 in negotiations at 
Copenhagen. 

But how much of a commitment the Obama administration is 
prepared to make at Copenhagen has worried some congressional 
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Arundhati Baden-Mayer Eidinger, 5, of Washington holds up 
banners calling for actions on climate change, Friday, Dec. 4,2009, 
in front of the White House in Washington. The United Nations 
climate conference that begins Monday in Copenhagen. 

Associated Press 

Democrats as well. 

On Thursday, nine Democratic senators wrote to the president 
that while they remain committed to tackling climate change, 
they want assurances that any agreement reached at the 
conference “is environmentally sound, affordable and fair,” 
and includes “significant commitments and actions by all major 
emitting countries.” “Poorly designed climate policies could 
jeopardize U.S. national interests by imposing burdens on U.S. 
consumers, companies and workers without solving the climate 
challenge,” the Democrats cautioned. 

The prospects for a tentative agreement at the two-week 
Copenhagen talks, which are scheduled to conclude Dec. 19, 
have increased since both China and India announced domestic 
targets for slowing emission increases as their economies 
continue to grow quickly. Q 
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Ft. Hood unit deploys despite losing soldiers 



The 467th Medical Detachment based out of Madison, WI loaded 
up 43 passengers as they headed to the airport for their deployment 
to Afghanistan at Fort Hood, Texas, Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. Nearly 
a fourth of the Wisconsin-based 467th Medical Detachment’s 
soldiers died or were injured in the shooting rampage last month 
at the sprawling Texas post. 

Associated Press 


ANGELA K. BROWN 
Associated Press Writer 
FORT HOOD, Texas (AP) — 
More than 40 Army reservists 
dedicated to counseling 
troubled soldiers in war zones 
deployed to Afghanistan 
on Friday, a month after a 
shooting spree at Fort Hood 
left nearly a fourth of their unit 
dead or seriously wounded. 
The soldiers from the 467th 
Medical Detachment arrived 
at a Fort Hood chapel before 
dawn. Minutes later, led by 
a deploying soldier carrying 
the unit’s flag, they boarded a 
bus to the airport. Fort Hood 
spokesman Mark Kalinoski 
confirmed that their plane 
took off for Afghanistan. 

The members of the Army 
Reserve combat stress unit 
had arrived at the sprawling 
Texas post only a day before 
the Nov. 5 rampage. Yet 
the soldiers said they never 
wavered in their determination 
to serve. 

They spent the last month 
training together, and several 
soldiers from across the 
country volunteered to fill the 
void left by the three soldiers 


KRISTEN WYATT 
Associated Press Writer 


killed and six others seriously 
wounded. 

Department of Defense 
officials decided only recently 
that the unit would deploy as 
originally scheduled. 

“I think they decided that same 
day (of the shooting) that they 
were more dedicated than ever 
in honor of the soldiers that 
we lost and have stood firm in 
that commitment,” Maj. Laura 
Suttinger said late Thursday. 


“They were all very dedicated, 
caring soldiers and they will 
not be forgotten, and we’re 
carrying on in their honor.” 
She and another leader in the 
unit declined to talk about 
Maj. Nidal Hasan, an Army 
psychiatrist charged in the 
shooting spree. Hasan, who 
was supposed to deploy with 
the unit, remains in a San 
Antonio military hospital and 
is paralyzed from wounds he 


suffered in the rampage. 

Army officials have not 
said whether Hasan knew 
anyone in the unit or if he was 
targeting them. The shootings 
occurred in a building full of 
several hundred soldiers. 
Hasan has been charged with 
13 counts of premeditated 
murder and 32 counts of 
attempted premeditated 
murder. Army officials have 
not said if they will seek the 
death penalty, but they plan 
an evaluation in the next 45 
days to determine his mental 
state that day and whether he 
is competent to stand trial. 

To help in the healing process, 
the 467th made black bracelets 
etched with the names of its 
three slain members — Maj. 
Libardo Caraveo, Capt. 
Russell Seager and Sgt. Amy 
Krueger — as well as the 
names of two soldiers killed 
that day from another stress 
combat unit. 

Everyone in the unit will wear 
them to symbolize that “we are 
carrying our fallen comrades 
into combat with us,” said 1st 
Sgt. James McLeod, one of 
the unit’s leaders. □ 



This undated photo provided 
by the Indiana State Police 
shows Andrew Conley of Rising 
Sun, Ind. Ignoring his younger 
brother’s plea of “Andrew, 
stop,” a 17-year-old who told 
authorities he identified with a 
serial killer in a television show 
strangled the younger boy in 
cold blood, a prosecutor said 
Thursday Dec. 3, 2009. 

Associated Press 

Teen pleads 
not guilty in 
killing of brother 

DEANNA MARTIN 
LISA CORNWELL 
Associated Press Writer 
RISING SUN, Ind. (AP) 

— A U.S. teen accused of 
strangling his 10-year-old 
brother to satisfy a craving 
to kill pleaded not guilty to 
murder Friday, as his parents 
and relatives attended a 
viewing of his brother’s body 
a few blocks away. 

Andrew Conley, 17, showed 
no emotion during his initial 
court appearance in Circuit 
Court in Indiana. 

With about 25 friends — but 
no immediate family members 

— looking on, Conley spoke 
only to tell Judge James 
Humphrey his name, address 
and other basic information. 
He said he had no questions 
about the murder charge and 
the possible penalty he faces 
if convicted. 

When Humphrey said the 
charge carries a sentence of 
45 to 65 years in prison, some 
female friends of Conley 
started crying. 

Conley could face life in 
prison without parole if the 
state can prove aggravating 
circumstances. Dearborn- 
Ohio County Prosecutor 
Aaron Negangard has said he 
does not know if he will seek 
such a sentence. 

During the hearing, Conley’s 
parents and relatives were at 
a viewing his brother, Conner 
Conley. □ 


Colorado State bans guns on campus 


DENVER (AP) — Colorado State 
University will join most major colleges 
nationwide in forbidding concealed 
weapons on campus after a vote that pitted 
faculty asking for a ban against students 
demanding the right to carry guns. 

The university’s Board of Governors 
voted 7-0 Friday to require gun bans on 
its campuses in Fort Collins and Pueblo, 
instructing the schools to submit a 
weapons plan by February. 

Guns are already off-limits at K-12 schools 
in Colorado, the University of Colorado 
and at virtually all campuses nationwide. 
But Colorado State University has 
followed state law that allows people to 
carry guns, even concealed weapons with 
the right permit. 

Both concealed and unconcealed weapons 
will now be banned. 


Officials said the gun ban will leave 
Utah campuses as the only ones where 
concealed weapons are allowed. Utah 
has a law allowing concealed weapons on 
state property, and a court has ruled there 
is no exception for colleges. 

Colorado State board members acted 
Friday after a faculty group at the Fort 
Collins campus asked for a ban. 
“Overwhelmingly the faculty feel our 
campus will be a safer place” with 
a concealed weapons ban, said Dan 
Turk, associate professor of computer 
information systems. 

But many students opposed the ban, and 
the student government at the Fort Collins 
campus urged the board not to ban guns. 
Senior Brady Allen, who lawfully carries 
a weapon on campus, told the board that 
fear of an accidental discharge from a 
concealed weapon was a silly reason to 
ban guns. 


“You might as well ban everything that 
has a potential risk — cars, alcohol and 
sports,” said Allen, a 25-year-old history 
student and a former Marine. 

Almost all college campuses nationwide 
ban concealed weapons. But gun-rights 
advocates say the bans make students 
vulnerable to attack. The question took 
on greater prominence after a gunman 
at Virginia Tech killed 32 people and 
wounded 23 before killing himself in 
2007. Since the Virginia Tech massacre, 
proposals to repeal campus gun bans have 
been considered in many states, although 
none has been repealed. 

Currently, 26 states ban concealed 
weapons on any school property. Twenty- 
three states, including Colorado, allow 
individual campuses to decide for 
themselves, though CSU officials say they 
don’t know of any other major schools 
that allow concealed firearms.□ 
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U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton arrives at NATO 
headquarters ahead of a NATO foreign ministers meeting in 
Brussels, Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. NATO Secretary General Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen said Friday the allies will prevail in their bid 
to stabilize Afghanistan but only if America’s allies answer U.S. 
President Barack Obama’s call for more allied troops on the 
ground. 

Associated Press 
“with more to come,” NATO 
chief Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
announced Friday. 

Most of the new troops are 
expected to be sent to southern 


U.S. MARINES 
Continued from Page B1 
America’s European allies will 
send an estimated 7,000 more 
troops to Afghanistan next year 
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Afghanistan, including 

Helmand, where Taliban 
influence is strongest. 

Friday’s fighting was taking 
place in one of the most 
challenging areas of the 
country for the U.S.-led NATO 
force, which has been trying 
for years to break the Taliban 
grip there. 

Now Zad used to be one of 
the largest towns in Helmand, 
the center of Afghanistan’s 
lucrative opium poppy 
growing industry. 

However, three years of 
fighting have chased away 
Now Zad’s 30,000 inhabitants, 
leaving the once-thriving 
market and commercial area 
a ghost town. Instead the area 
has become a major supply and 
transportation hub for Taliban 
forces that use the valley to 
move drugs, weapons and 
fighters south toward major 
populations and to provinces 
in western Afghanistan. 

British troops who were once 
stationed there left graffiti 
dubbing the town “Apocalypse 
Now-Zad,” a play on the title 
of the 1979 Vietnam War 
movie “Apocalypse Now.” 


The British base was nearly 
overrun on several occasions, 
with insurgents coming within 
yards (meters) of the protection 
wall. The area was handed 
over in 2008 to the Marines, 
who have struggled to reclaim 
much of the valley. 

In August, the Marines 
launched their first large- 
scale offensive in the barren, 
wind-swept valley, which is 
surrounded by steep cliffs with 
dozens of caves providing 
cover to Taliban units. 
Although only about 100 
hardline insurgents are 
believed to operate in the area, 
their positions are so strong 
that a fixed front line runs just 
a few hundred yards (meters) 
north of the Marines’ base, 
according to Associated Press 
reporters who were with the 
Marines there last summer. 
Elsewhere in Helmand, the 
leader of Britain’s opposition 
Conservative Party warned 
that NATO had one “last 
chance” to succeed in 
Afghanistan and that patience 
was running out in countries 
that have provided troops to 
the NATO-led mission. 


“We can’t be here for another 
eight years,” David Cameron 
told the British Broadcasting 
Corp. after touring a public 
market in Nad Ali, well south 
of Friday’s fighting. “I think 
following President Obama’s 
speech and the increase in 
American and British forces 
we have a chance, probably 
our last chance, to get it right, 
but we do have a chance.” 

In London, the Sun newspaper 
said the son of the Helmand 
governor is seeking asylum in 
Britain because of fears for his 
safety. 

The newspaper said Barai 
Mangal, 25, applied for 
sanctuary in Britain at an 
immigrationofficeinLiverpool 
in July. Britain’s Home Office 
declined to discuss the asylum 
application. 

His father, Gov. Gulab Mangal, 
would not confirm the report 
but told The Associated Press 
on Friday that his son was 
the target of an attempted 
kidnapping last summer. 

“I have an armored car, I have 
security guards, but my family 
has no such possibility of 
security,” the governor saidQ 


JIM HEINTZ, 

Associated Press Writer 

MOSCOW (AP) — An explosion apparently 
caused by pyrotechnics tore through a nightclub 
in the Russian city of Perm early Saturday, killing 
more than 100 people, according to emergency 
officials quoted by state television. 

It was not immediately clear if the pyrotechnics 
were kept in storage at the club or being used 
as part of a show like in the fire that killed 100 
people at a rock club in the U.S. state of Rhode 
Island in 2003. 

Ten people died when a so-called “fire show” 
went out of control at a Moscow club in March 


2007. 

In the chaotic aftermath of the blast and subsequent 
fire, casualty figures differed. State television 
news channel Vesti cited the Investigative 
Committee, Russia’s top investigative body, as 
saying the death toll was higher than 100. Reports 
citing other officials ranged from 86 to more than 
90. 

Perm, a city of about 1 million people, is about 700 
miles east of Moscow in the Ural Mountains. 
Enforcement of fire safety standards in Russia 
is notoriously lax and in recent years there have 
been several catastrophic blazes at drug-treatment 
facilities and apartment buildings.Q 
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Cuba-ll.S. migration talks pushed back until February 



Surrounded by supporters, Cuba’s opposition leader Francisco Chaviano, center, speaks as fellow 
dissidents Felix Bonne, left, and Gisela Delgado listen during a news conference in Flavana, Thursday, 
Dec. 3, 2009. Opposition groups demanded real changes in the island like freedom for political 
prisoners, the end of repression and the ratification of the international pacts for human rights. 

Associated Press 


PAUL HAVEN 
Associated Press Writer 
HAVANA (AP) — Highly 
anticipated immigration talks 
between Cuba and the United 
States have been pushed 
back because of scheduling 
concerns that each side 
blames on the other, another 
hint that reconciliation may 
be more difficult than it once 
appeared. 

A U.S. State Department 
official told The Associated 
Press on Friday that both 
sides intend to continue 
holding periodic negotiations 
on immigration issues twice 
a year, but that bureaucratic 
concerns derailed talks that 
had been scheduled for early 
December in Havana. 

“At the Cuban government’s 
request, the talks have been 
rescheduled for February,” 
he said. 

A senior Cuban official 
confirmed that the 
negotiations had been 
delayed, but said it was at 
Washington’s bidding — not 
Cuba’s. 

“We were ready to hold the 
talks in December,” he said. 
Both officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because they were not 
authorized to discuss the 
delay publicly. 

They agreed that the 
postponement had nothing 
to do with politics, but it was 
another sign of fraying in 
what months ago seemed like 
a golden opportunity to end a 
half-century of discord. 
“Onedoeshavetheimpression 
that things are rather stalled, 
and the postponement of 
these talks will add to that 
impression,” said Wayne 
Smith, a senior fellow at 
the Center for International 
Policy in Washington and 


the former head of the U.S. 
Interests Section in Havana, 
which the U.S. maintains 
here instead of an embassy. 
“It’s very disappointing.” 

He blamed officials in 
Washington for dragging 
their feet, saying President 
Barack Obama had taken 
baby steps and failed to show 
Havana he was serious about 
changing U.S. policy. 

Last month, the State 
Department denounced 
an assault — allegedly by 
plainclothes state security 
agents — against Cuba’s 
top dissident blogger, Yoani 
Sanchez. Obama later sent a 
lengthy personal message to 
her, praising her for her work 
and answering a series of 
questions she had posed. 

This week, prominent 
American black leaders 
denounced racism on the 
island — a particularly 
touchy subject in Cuba 
— prompting a blistering 
response from Cuban artists, 
writers and intellectuals 
who said their society is not 
racist. 

Former Cuban President 
Fidel Castro has used recent 
essays on world events to lay 
into Obama for America’s 
policy in Honduras, which 
he says amounts to support 
of this summer’s military 
coup there, and in Colombia, 
where the U.S. recently 
signed an accord that will 
allow American soldiers 
increased access to seven of 
that country’s military bases. 
Castro said the plan amounted 
to a military annexation of 
Colombia by Washington, 
saying that country was being 
“devoured by the empire with 
the same ease with which a 
lizard swallows a fly.” 

Last week, Cuba conducted 


war games against a U.S. 
invasion, which Cuban 
military leaders insist is still 
a real possibility. 

Regularly scheduled 

discussions between the 
U.S. and Cuba were limited 
to immigration issues from 
1994 until they were canceled 
under President George W. 
Bush in 2003. Both sides met 
to discuss the issue in New 
York in July and called that 
session positive. 

In September, Cuba and the 
United States revived talks 
to restore direct mail service 
between both countries since 
Obama took office. Bisa 


Williams, the U.S. deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
Western Hemisphere affairs 
who traveled to Havana for 
those discussions, stayed 
an extra six days and even 
met with Cuban Deputy 
Foreign Minister Dagoberto 
Rodriguez, raising hopes for 
a thaw in relations. 

But those hopes have fizzled 
somewhat. 

Cuban officials say they have 
made concrete proposals to 
the United States to hold talks 
on countemarcotics, disaster 
preparedness and other issues 
— but have not heard back. 
Washington, in turn, says 


Cuba has done little to inspire 
confidence that it will allow 
social, political or economic 
changes — something the 
U.S. said is a prerequisite to 
moving forward. 

“We are waiting to see 
what kind of opening they 
are going to give their own 
people,” a second, more 
senior State Department 
official told AP in a recent 
interview, also on condition 
of anonymity. “Their own 
people are asking for it. 

That would put more wind 
in our sails, so to speak, and 
help the dynamic moving 
forward.’Q 
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Knox convicted, sentenced to 26 years in Italy 


ALESSANDRA RIZZO 
MARTA FALCONI 
Associated Press Writers 
PERUGIA, Italy(AP)—Ajury 
in Italy convicted American 
college student Amanda Knox 
of murdering her British 
roommate and sentenced her 
to 26 years in prison shortly 
after midnight Saturday. 


Her Italian ex-boyfriend 
Raffaele Sollecito was also 
convicted and sentenced to 25 
years. 

As soon as the judge read the 
verdict after some 13 hours 
of deliberations, Knox began 
weeping and murmured, “No, 
no,” then hugged one of her 
lawyers. 


Minutes later, the 22-year-old 
Knox, who is from Seattle and 
the 25-year-old Sollecito, were 
put in police vans with sirens 
blaring and driven back to jail. 
Prosecutors had sought life 
imprisonment, Italy’s stiffest 
sentence. Courts often give 
less severe punishment than 
what prosecutors demand. 


The American’s father, Curt 
Knox, asked if he would fight 
on for his daughter, replied, 
with tears in his eyes: “Hell, 
yes.” 

This is just wrong,” her 
stepmother, Cassandra 

Knox, said, turning around 
immediately after hearing the 
verdict. Her family had insisted 



The holiday Season 
s a time for giving, and you can 
help make it a very special 
holiday for families and 
children in need on ^ruba. 

Just bring a new, unwrapped toy or books to the offices of 
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she was innocent and a victim 
of character assassination. 
Knox and Sollecito were 
charged with murder and 
sexual assault in the slaying 
of Meredith Kercher more 
than two years ago. All three 
were studying in Perugia in 
Italy’s central Umbria region 
at the time. 

Kercher’s body was found 
in a pool of blood with her 
throat slit on Nov. 2, 2007, in 
the bedroom of the house she 
shared with Knox. Prosecutors 
contended the 21-year-old 
Leeds University student was 
murdered the previous night. 
Knox, who is from Seattle, 
and Sollecito, had been jailed 
since shortly after the slaying. 
The prosecutors contend on the 
night of the murder, Knox and 
Sollecito met at the apartment 
where Kercher and Knox 
lived. They say a fourth person 
was there, Rudy Hermann 
Guede, an Ivory Coast citizen 
who has been convicted in the 
murder and sentenced to 30 
years in prison. Guede, who is 
appealing his conviction, says 
he was in the house the night 
of the murder but did not kill 
Kercher. 

The prosecution says Knox 
and Kercher started arguing, 
and that Knox joined the two 
men in brutally attacking and 
sexually assaulting the Briton 
under “the fumes of drugs and 
possibly alcohol.” 

Throughout the trial, 
prosecutors depicted Knox 
as a promiscuous and 
manipulative she-devil whose 
personality clashed with her 
roommate’s. They say Knox 
had grown to hate Kercher. 
During the trial, the most 
intimate details of Knox’s life 
were examined, from her lax 
hygiene — allegedly a point 
of contention with Kercher — 
to her sex life, even including 
a sex toy. 

Knox said Kercher was a 
friend whose slaying shocked 
and saddened her. 

Defense lawyers have 
described the American, who 
made the dean’s list at the 
University of Washington, as 
a smart and cheerful woman, 
at one point even comparing 
her to film character Amelie, 
the innocent and dreamy girl 
in the 2001 French movie of 
the same title.Q 




























WORLD NEWSli? 


Saturday, December 5, 2009 


Massacre at Pakistan mosque shows Taliban strength 


ASIF SHAHZAD 
Associated Press Writer 

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (AP) — A Taliban suicide 
squad targeted Pakistani military officers and their 
families praying at a mosque Friday close to army 
headquarters in a gruesome display of the militants’ 
ability to strike at the center of power in this U.S.- 
allied, nuclear-armed nation. 

The barrage of bombs and bullets left 37 people dead, 
including seven senior officers and 17 children. 

The deaths of so many top brass inside a heavily 
fortified area a few miles from the capital was a 
major coup for the Pakistani insurgents, who are 
under pressure as the army pushes an offensive 
against their stronghold of South Waziristan along 
the Afghan border. 

Friday’s carnage also dramatized the risks Pakistan 
faces if it steps up its support for the United States in 
the war against Islamic extremists on its side of the 
border with Afghanistan. 

President Barack Obama believes Pakistan is a key 
partner in that war, but critics contend that Pakistan, 
hedging its bets in the event the Taliban eventually 
regain power in Kabul, has held back against Afghan 
insurgents who use the lawless border region as a safe 
haven. The attack on the mosque, which was largely 
reserved for military families, was the latest in a 
relentless Taliban onslaught against mostly military 
targets across Pakistan. It came nearly two months 
after the brazen siege of the army headquarters on 
Oct. 10, when insurgents held dozens hostage in a 


22-hour standoff that left 23 people dead including 
nine militants. 

By targeting a packed mosque during Friday prayers, 
the militants showed they cared little about igniting 
a possible backlash in this overwhelmingly Muslim 
country. Authorities urged clerics who had so far 
avoided publicly criticizing the militants to do so. 
The attack began shortly after 1:30 p.m. when the 
assailants lobbed hand grenades to break through a 
checkpoint close to the mosque, said Yasir Nawaz, a 
police official at the scene. 

Witnesses said two of the militants then stormed the 
mosque, while others ran into buildings nearby. 
They wore suicide belts under traditional baggy 
Pakistani clothes, lobbed grenades and sprayed 
automatic weapons at worshippers. 

“They were killing people like animals,” witness 
Nasir Ali Sheikh. “Whoever they saw they shot at. 
They were well trained and moved very quick.” 

At least four attackers took part in the attack, which 
left the walls of the mosque smeared with blood and 
victims lying on abandoned prayer mats. 

Security forces exchanged fire with the assailants 
for an hour, killing them or watching them blow 
themselves up. Reporters were prevented from 
getting close as helicopters hovered overhead and 
trucks carrying commando teams and ambulances 
raced to the scene. 

The dead in Friday’s attack included a major general, 
a brigadier, a colonel, two lieutenant colonels, one 
major and a retired major as well as three regular 





Pakistan’s Army troops take positions near the site of 
a suicide attack in Rawalpindi, Pakistan on Friday, 
Dec. 4, 2009. At least two militants stormed a mosque 
close to Pakistan’s army headquarters during Friday 
prayers, firing and throwing grenades before blowing 
themselves up in an attack that killed tens of people, 
officials said. 

Associated Press 

soldiers, military spokesman Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas 
said. Seventeen children — 11 of them army 
kids — and 10 civilians also were killed. □ 
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NHL Roundup 

Crosby alight as Pons 
down Avalanche 4-1 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Sidney Crosby had two 
goals and an assist for Pittsburgh in a 4-1 win 
over the Colorado Avalanche on Thursday, as the 
Penguins retained a share of the NHL Eastern 
Conference lead. 

Crosby scored in the first period, added an 
empty-net goal, and assisted on Bill Guerin’s 
tally to give him 11 points in three games. 
Pittsburgh has won six of seven and five straight 
at home. 

T.J. Galiardi scored for Colorado, which has 
only one win in its past six. 

Coyotes 2, Flames 1 

In Glendale, Arizona, Taylor Pyatt scored with 
3:29 remaining to lift Phoenix past Calgary. 

Petr Prucha also scored for the Coyotes, who 
won their third straight. 

David Moss had the lone goal for Calgary, which 
lost on the road in regulation for the first time 
since Oct. 13. 

Blues 3, Sharks 2, SO 

In San Jose, California, T.J. Oshie and Andy 
McDonald scored in the shootout to lift St. Louis 
over San Jose. 

St Louis’ Carlo Colaiacovo scored a short- 
handed goal with 7 seconds remaining to tie it 

2- 2 and force overtime. 

Patrick Marleau netted a goal in the shootout 
for the Sharks, who had a three-game winning 
streak stopped. Dany Heatley and Joe Pavelski 
scored in regulation. 

Jay McClement had the other regulation goal for 
the Blues. 

Capitals 6, Panthers 2 

In Washington, Alexander Semin had two goals 
and two assists in his return from a wrist injury 
as Washington breezed past Florida. 

The Capitals hardly missed the suspended Alex 
Ovechkin, and notched a fourth straight victory. 
Washington is 5-1-1 without Ovechkin this 
season. 

Brendan Morrison had a goal and two assists, 
and Tomas Fleischmann, Matt Bradley and 
Nicklas Backstrom also scored for Washington, 

3- 0 against the Panthers this season. 

Stephen Weiss and Bryan Allen scored for 
Florida, which has lost six of seven. 

Kings 6, Senators 3 

In Los Angeles, Drew Doughty netted the 
tiebreaking goal and Wayne Simmonds scored a 
penalty as Los Angeles beat Ottawa. 

After Doughty’s goal in the second period, Justin 
Williams added two insurance goals in the final 
2:33. 



Pittsburgh Penguins’ Sidney Crosby waits to 
take a face off against the Colorado Avalanche 
in the second period of an NHL hockey game in 
Pittsburgh, Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009. 

Associated Press 

Randy Jones and Brad Richardson also scored for 
Los Angeles. 

Mike Fisher had two goals for the Senators, who 
have lost the first three games on a five-game 
West Coast trip. Jonathan Cheechoo also scored 
for Ottawa. 

Islanders 4, Thrashers 1 

In Atlanta, Matt Moulson scored a hat trick as 
New York snapped Atlanta’s four-game winning 
streak. It was the first career hat trick for Moulson, 
who is in his third season in the NHL. Rookie 
forward John Tavares scored into an empty net 
with 1 second remaining. 

Moulson, who has a team-leading 14 goals and 
is tied with Tavares with a club-best 22 points, 
completed his hat trick at 13:09 of the third 
period. 

The Thrashers took a 1-0 lead via Slava Kozlov 
in the first period. 

Sabres 6, Canadiens 2 

In Buffalo, New York, Clarke MacArthur, Jason 
Pominville and Derek Roy scored first-period 
goals, setting up Buffalo’s comfortable win over 
Montreal. 

Ryan Miller made 21 saves for the Sabres, who 
notched a fourth straight win while inflicting a 
fourth successive defeat upon the Canadiens, 
who will celebrate their 100th anniversary on 
FridayQ 



FIFA secretary general Jerome Valcke holds up the name South 
Africa as Actress Charlize Theron reacts during the 2010 World 
Cup draw in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. 

Associated Press 

Tough World Cup 
group for Brazil, 
easy for Spain 

ROBERT MILLWARD 
AP Football Writer 

CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) — Five-time winner Brazil 
was stung by a tough draw for the 2010 World Cup on Friday 
while co-favorite Spain was given an easy ride through to the 
second round. 

Brazil has to face two of the teams from the top 16 in FIFA’s 
rankings— Portugal and Ivory Coast. Also in the group is North 
Korea, an unknown quantity. 

“Having a difficult group like this is good because we’ll be 
focused,” Brazil coach Dunga said. “They won’t be easy games. 
The group is undoubtedly balanced, but we’re confident in our 
play. “We’ll have to maintain the good play we’ve had of late — 
and work even harder. Every time Brazil takes the field, we’re 
expected to win. The pressure will be tough.” 

European champion Spain, which has never won the World Cup, 
should easily make it through to the knockout phase, facing 
lower ranked Switzerland, Honduras and Chile and avoiding 
the tough opponents in the 32-team draw. 

Coach Vicente Del Bosque is taking nothing for granted. 

“Let’s not underestimate the three opponents we’re facing,” he 
said. “Every one has their difficulty. We already knew that we 
were going to be mentioned as the group favorites, but that’s 
something you have to prove on the pitch.” 

Del Bosque wasn’t interesting in talking about a possible 
second-round meeting with Brazil or Portugal. 

“That’s way ahead,” he said. “First we have to get through the 
first round.” After qualifying via the playoffs thanks in part to 
Thierry Henry’s handball against Ireland, France faces host 
South Africa with Mexico and Uruguay in Group A and has an 
easy task to get to the second round. 

“I’m not relieved. We have been drawn in the host country’s 
group and it’s never easy,” said France coach Raymond 
Domenech, who has come under fire for the team’s poor form 
for two years. 

Continued on Page B12 


































NFL Roundup 


SPORTS IH 


Saturday, December 5, 2009 


lets overcome injury to Sanchez to beat Bills 19-13 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 

TORONTO - Matching braces 
— one for the right knee to go 
with the one Mark Sanchez 
already has on his left — might 
just remind the New York 
Jets rookie quarterback how 
necessary it is to slide. 

Rex Ryan certainly hopes so. 
The Jets coach was visibly upset 
following a 19-13 win over the 
Buffalo Bills on Thursday night, 
when he watched Sanchez 
hobble off with a knee injury for 
the second time in five days. 
“Sometimes, the kid’s got to 
understand we’re trying to teach 
him to slide,” said Ryan. “I love 
the kid, but he’s got to grow up 
and understand he represents 


our entire organization. We 
want what’s best for him.” 
Sanchez sprained his right knee 
when he dived headfirst on an 
8-yard scamper up the middle 
to pick up a first down on the 
Jets’ second possession of the 
third quarter. And it happened in 
the same week in which the Jets 
brought in Yankees manager 
Joe Girardi to provide the first- 
round draft pick sliding lessons 
after Sanchez hurt his left knee 
in a 17-6 win against Carolina 
on Sunday. 

This time, however, Sanchez 
did not return after being taken 
to the locker room. 

Though Ryan said he’s 
optimistic Sanchez will be able 
to play at Tampa Bay on Dec. 


NBA Roundup 

Celtics make it six 
straight, down Spurs 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The Boston Celtics won their sixth 
straight NBA game with a 90-83 victory over the San Antonio 
Spurs on Thursday. 

Kevin Garnett scored 20 points and Ray Allen added 15 as the 
Celtics improved to an NBA-best 8-1 away from home and 
moved back into a share of the Eastern Conference lead with 
Orlando. 

San Antonio also had won five in a row coming in, but the Celtics 
ran away with what Spurs coach Gregg Popovich acknowledged 
was a litmus test. Of the nine teams San Antonio has beaten this 
season, only four had winning records. 

Spurs rookie DeJuan Blair had a career-high 18 points and 11 
rebounds. 

Nuggets 114, Heat 96 

In Denver, Carmelo Anthony scored 22 points to help Denver 
rout Miami. 

The defeat meant Heat star Dwyane Wade’s woeful record in 
Denver was extended to 0-6 in his seven NBA seasons. 

Wade, who snapped an 0-11 skid at Indiana this season, had 25 
points. 

Rockets 111, Warriors 109 

In Oakland, California, Aaron Brooks hit two free throws with 
2 seconds left as Houston edged Golden State. 

Brooks finished with 25 points to lead seven Houston players 
in double figures. 

Monta Ellis had 24 points, eight assists and six rebounds for 
Golden State, who welcomed back coach Don Nelson after he 
missed five games because of pneumonia.Q 
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New York Jets quarterback Mark Sanchez (6) is sacked by Buffalo 
Bills defensive tackle Kyle Williams in the first quarter of an NFL 
football game in Toronto, on Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009. 

Associated Press 


13, he added that further tests 
are required. 

At least the Jets’ bid to make a 
late-season playoff push is back 
on better footing after a second 
straight win evened their record 
at 6-6. 

Sanchez hit Braylon Edwards for 
a go-ahead 13-yard touchdown 
late in the first half. Thomas 
Jones had 109 yards rushing to 
lead a Jets’ ground attack that 
registered 249 yards, while Jay 
Feely hit four field goals. 

New York’s defense did the rest, 
limiting Buffalo to 36 yards and 
four first downs in the second 
half to spoil Buffalo’s second 
annual home game in Toronto. 
And in a game billed as “T.O. in 
T.O.,” Jets comerback Darrelle 



Miami Heat guard Dwyane 
Wade, right, is fouled while 
shooting by Denver Nuggets 
forward Carmelo Anthony in 
the first quarter of an NBA 
basketball game in Denver on 
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2009. 

Associated Press 


Revis did his part in limiting 
Terrell Owens to three catches 
for 31 yards. 

Revis sealed the win, ending the 
Bills final drive by intercepting 
Ryan Fitzpatrick’s underthrown 
pass up the right sideline 
intended for Owens. 

“This is my first time going 
outside of the country. I got 
my passport for the first time,” 
Revis said. “It was a good 
time.” 

Turns out, the Bills (4-8) still 
have a way to go to make an 
impression in Toronto. They’re 
now 0-2 in regular-season 
games at the Rogers Centre 
after signing a $78 million deal 
with Toronto-based Rogers 
Communications last year to 
play five annual regular-season 
and three preseason contests 


in Canada’s largest city and 
financial capital. 

They opened the series with a 
16-3 loss to Miami last year. 
“Well, I’m hoping it was fun 
and exciting for the fans,” 
Owens said. “Definitely, we 
wanted to put some points on 
the board and obviously we 
wanted to come out here and 
get a win. But that obviously 
didn’t happen.” 

The Bills made a game of it for 
one half at least after Marshawn 
Lynch scored on a 15-yard run 
to put Buffalo up 10-6. 

The second half was an 
altogether different story, as 
the Bills’ young and banged- 
up offensive line — which lost 
right tackle Kirk Chambers 
to an ankle injury — couldn’t 
protect Fitzpatrick. Q 
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FIFA President Sepp Blatter holds aloft the trophy watched by 
South African president Jacob Zuma during the 2010 World Cup 
draw in Cape Town, South Africa, Friday, Dec. 4, 2009. 

Associated Press 
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WORLD CUP 
Continued front Page B10 
“We know how important it is 
to host in World Cup matches. 
It will be an away game 
(against South Africa).” 

South Africa will face Mexico 
in the opening game on June 


11 at Soccer City, one of six 
new or rebuilt stadiums at the 
tournament. Soccer City will 
also host the final on July 11. 
England was drawn to face 
the United States, Algeria and 
Slovenia, which won a playoff 
to reach the competition, in 


Group C. England midfielder 
David Beckham, who took 
part in Friday’s draw, is set to 
face many of the Americans 
he regularly plays alongside 
and against in Major League 
Soccer in Rustenburg on June 
12 . 

England and the United States 
have met only once before 
in the World Cup, with the 
Americans stunning their 
star-studded opponents 1-0 
in a group game at the 1950 
tournament. 

“I think it will be not an easy 
game,” England coach Fabio 
Capello said. 

“It’s good. USA plays good 
and the Premier League is 
the best championship in the 
world. If you are playing in 
England, you are a really good 
player. Like basketball, if you 
are a European playing in the 
NBA, you are a good player.” 
Germany, which has won 
the title three times, faces a 
tough group against Australia, 
Serbia and Ghana, but has not 
lost a World Cup group game 
since a 2-0 defeat to Denmark 
in 1986. 

“It’s important to win the 
opening game (against 
Australia in Durban on June 
13) and get the necessary 
confidence for the next two 
matches,” Germany coach 
Joachim Loew said. 

“The game against Australia 
will be very important. 
We already played them 
in an opening game, at the 
Confederations Cup (in 2005), 
and we won 4-3, with a lot of 
difficulty. 


FOR SALE 

Nice condominium 
in Tanki Flip 
only 6 minutes to 
the Eagle Beach by car. 
One bedroom, one bathroom 
full furniture apt with pool 
laundry and security 
24 hours 
for $80,000 only 
Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: 

FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay 
more day’s in Aruba 
we have apts & houses 
for rent by days, weeks 
& months. 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@gmail.com 


“I have great respect for 
Serbia. I have watched some 
videos of their qualifying 
games. They advanced easily, 
left France behind. They are 
very strong technically. They 
have very good players and a 
very good team.” 

Ghana coach Milan Rajevac 
rued getting a tough group but 
was hopeful of advancing. 

“It was not a lucky day for 
Ghana,” Rajevac said. “But I 
think we can reach the second 
round.” 

Defending champion Italy, 
which is chasing its fifth World 
Cup title, should be confident 
of reaching the next stage 
after drawing New Zealand, 
Paraguay and Slovakia. 

But coach Marcello Lippi, 
who returned to lead the side 
after guiding it to a fourth 
World Cup title in Germany in 
2006, feared facing European 
champion Spain in the last 
eight. 

“We could face a very tough 
opponent in the quarterfinals, 
if we get there,” Lippi said. 
“Being satisfied doesn’t mean 
we consider it an easy group. 
You’ve got to go game by 
game.” 

The Netherlands, which won 
all its qualifying games, 
faces Japan, Cameroon and 
Denmark. 

The Dutch have reached the 
final twice and should prove 
strong enough to make it 
through to the second round. 
Argentina, which only just 
made it after winning its final 
two qualifying games under 
coach Diego Maradona, must 
play Nigeria, South Korea 
and Greece, the Euro 2004 
champion. 

That is one of the tough 
groups and the pressure will 
be on Maradona, whose team 
struggled throughout the 
qualifying rounds, to get the 
best out of talented players 
such as Lionel Messi, Carlos 
Tevez and Sergio AgueroQ 


FOR SALE 

Brand new home in 
Noord only minutes 
to shopping mall and beaches 
4 bedroom, 3 !4 bathrooms, 
nice kitchen , walking 
closets with BBQ area 
Security and alarm system 
For only $685,000 
Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: 

mlandabusiness@hotmail.com 


Merry Christmas!!! 

Major sale on Real Estate, 
Major reductions for 1 week only! 

* Palma Real Condos, several available. 

* SAVE $50,000 each! 

2 bedroom condo with probably the best view in 
the community. Mint condition. 

Was $269,000 Sale $219,000 
*• 2 Bedroom Villa/townhouse, Mint condition, 

small private yard, great location. 

Was $299,000 Sale $249,000 
*- Luxury homes, SAVE $190,000 each! 

Luxury Arashi Beach 5 bedroom 5 bathroom 
townhouse, private pool, fabulous location! 
Was $869,000 Sale $679,000 
*■ Tierra Del Sol Mesa Vista 3 bedroom expanded 
villa, private pool, stone patio, etc! Was 
$869,000 Sale $679,000 
"Furniture available for sale on most of the 
properties, ask for pricing" 

* Commercial and Investment properties SAVE 
$150,000 each! 

Prime 5 Family apartment building in great location. 
Modern large apartments, easy rentals. Great cash flow. 

Was $699,000 Sale $549,000 

* Prime huge 2 story commercial building in 
heart of town. Lots of parking available, great 

visibility, able to divide into smaller spaces. 
Was $699,000 Sale $549,000 

* Investment packages consisting of holding 
companies plus rental real estate. Each package 

contains 2 properties. Several available. Save 
over $100,000 off prices plus save on closing 
costs by taking over companies. 

These prices are firm and are all as is at this price! Contract and 
deposits must be given on or before December 15. Closings should 
take place within 45 days. This is a special subsidized promotion, and 
will expire on December 15, 2009. All properties are currently managed 
by Aruba Villa Rentals, Aruba's most prestigious Rental agency. All 

residential properties qualify to continue in their program if you like. 
For more information call 586-3630 or 586-4290 
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Dockter na Warda 


Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 
Safest and exclusive 
Vacation park 
With automatic barrier 

own swimming pool 

FOR RENT 

By week, month or year 
fully furnished, wifi internet 

Apartments 

VILLAS 

Starting at US $ 703 p/week 

Now you can BUY 

your own VILLA or 
Condominium on Aruba 

Designs are ready 
So please contact us for more 
Information 

tel. 585 0550 
www.arubavacationpark.com 


UVELKOM 


to the Gold Mine Ruins 
a fantastic 
history of Aruba 
for only $5 per person 
We are on the 
road to the 
Natural Bridge 


Why pay more 
for Timeshare! 

When the best cost less at 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
Sales and Resales Office. 
Now selling below 
market price. 

Weeks 18-50 
Studios as low as $6,000 
1 bdm as low as $8,500 
2 bdm as low as $17,000 


CALL TODAY 


Ph: 5861000 
ext 595, 592, 859 
Fax: 5861043 

E-mail: info@plavalindasales.com 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri from 
9.30 am - 4.30 pm 


For other weeks, 
please call for price info. 


FOR SALE 


Gold Coast Villas 

2 Bedroom/ 3 Bath Colorado 
Secure Premium Corner Unit 
Brand New, 

Fully Furnished, 

Great View, Many Upgrades 
730-6402 

USA 516-330-9060 

arubadawn@msn.com 


MASSAGES 


Is this your looking for? 
The best massagistas 
in the island offers 
services massage sport, 
Swedish, reflexology 
full body, services men, 
woman couples 
close to high rice 
E-mail: 

relaxandfullbody@gmail.com 
for appointment cel:563-1723 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 


Divi Phoenix 2 Bdrm wk 48 (Unit 416) $11,000 
Divi Village Studio wk 49 $5,500 
Aruba Beach Club 1 Bdrm wk 49 (Unit 205 $6,800 
La Cabana IBdrm wk 19 $5,000 
Please call cell 748-6838 (until 12/12) 
781-760-7071 


Timeshares For Sale 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 


Wk 47 
Wk 48 
Wk 48 
Wk 49 
Wk 50 
Wk 50 
Wk 50 
Wk 1 
Wk 1 
Wk 1 
Wk 2 
Wk 2 


std 205 
2bdrm 118 
Ibdrm 643 
Std 110 
2bdrm 412 
Std 204 
Ibdrm 234 
Ibdrm 346 
2bdrm 352 
Std 501 
2 bdrm 117 
Ibdrm L48 


$5,000 

$13,500 

$10,500 

$6,000 

$15,500 

$5,500 

$8,500 

$16,000 

$35,000 

$14,000 

$31,500 

$16,000 


2nd FI Pool/O 
1st FI Ocean F 
6th FI Ocean 
1st FI Garden 
4th FI Ocean 
2nd FI Ocean 
2nd FI Pool/O 
3rd FI Pool/O 
3rd FI Pool 10 
5th FI Pool /O 
1st FI O/F/P 
Grand FI 


For more info, Please call 
297-741-4243 Fax US # 425-660-2309 or 

E-mail 

lnfo@playalindasales.com 


TIME-SHARE RESALES 


For more info: 731-2012 
E-mail: iohnnypaesch@yahoo.com 



ORANJESTAD 




HOUSES FOR RENT 


ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

By week, month or year. 
Fully furnished, unfurnished 
houses, 

Condo's and studios. 

Please contact us at: 
586-4290 or e-mail: 
info@arubavillarentals.com 


Botica na warda 

Oranjestad: 



No. di Polis 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 




RENAISSANCE SUITES 



1BR 

WK 42 

ROOM 2308 

G.V. 

$ 3.500 

1BR 

WK 46 

ROOM 2142 

H.V 

$ 5.000 

1BRDLX 

WK 49 

ROOM 2349 

O.F. 

$ 8.000 



RIU PALACE 



2BR 

WK45 

ROOM 359/360 

R0. 

$14,000 

1BR 

WK 46 

ROOM 544 

R0. 

$5,000 

1BR 

WK 47 

ROOM 172 

O.F. 

$ 9.000 

2BR 

WK50 

ROOM 546/548 

R0. 

$12,000 



ARUBAN RESORT 



2BR 

WK 49- 

50 ROOM 1552 

RV. $ 7.000 PW 

1BR 

WK 49- 

50 ROOM 1515 

RV. $ 6.000 PW 



MARRIOTT SURF CLUB 



2BR 

WK 18- 

50 GOLD 

G.V. 

$12,000 

2BR 

WK 18- 

50 GOLD 

O.V. 

$ 14.000 

2BR 

WK18- 

50 GOLD 

O.S. 

$18,000 


MARRIOTT OCEAN CLUB 



2BR 


GOLD 

O.V. 

$ 15.000 


COSTA LINDA BEACH RESORT 


2BR 

WK 50/51 

ROOM 3007 

R0. 

$ 60.000 

2BR 

WK 50 

ROOM 3005 

R0. 

$17,000 

2BR 

WK 46 

ROOM 3002 

R0. 

$12,500 

2BR 

WK 47 

ROOM 2009 

R0. 

$12,500 



DIVI PHOENIX 



1BR 

WK 45 

ROOM 307 

R0. 

$ 6.500 

1BR 

WK 48 

ROOM207 

R0. 

$ 6.000 

1BR 

WK4 

ROOM 1001 

O.V. 

$ 6.000 


LA CABANA BEACH & RAQUET CLUB 


1BR 

WK 46 & 47 ROOM 330C 

R0. $ 5.000 PW 

STU 

WK 47 

ROOM 404B 

R0. 

$ 4.500 

STU 

WK 47 

ROOM 237B 

O.V. 

$ 4.000 

1BR 

WK 48 

ROOM 112C 

R0. 

$5,000 



OCCIDENTAL RESORT 




OPTIONAL ALL INCLUSIVE 



1BRDLX 

WK 18 & 50 

O.V. 

$10,000 

1BRSP 

WK 45 & 46 OR FLOATING WK 18 & 50 


$30,000 

2BR 

WK 18-26/36-50 ALL INCLUSIVE 


$20,000 

3BR 

WK 18-50 

O.F. 

$ 30.000 PW 

STU 

WK 18-50 O.V. MANDATORY ALL INCLUSIVE 

$ 8.500 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 



1BR 

WK 49 

ROOM 101 

R0. 

$ 6.000 

1BR 

WK 50 

ROOM 101 

R0. 

$ 6.000 

1BR 

WK50 

_ROOM 306 

G.V. 

$ 6.000 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergencia 

Polis 

Brandweer 
Brandweer II 
Tipline di Polis 
Hospital 





Oranjestad 


Ambulance 

582-1234 

Warda Polis 

582-4000 

BGD Oranjestad 

582-8877 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Warda Polis 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Elmar 

583-3000 

Informacion 

118 

Kad aster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 



5 Celebrity Millenium 

6 Zuiderdam 

6 Crystal Symphony 

7 AIDAaura _ 

Funeraria's 


AD Patres 
Del Pueblo 
Mementomori 
Zepp Wever 


584-2299 

582- 5622 

583- 3358 
582-1612 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (fada) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Fundacion Diabetico 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Fundacion Hende Muher 
den dificultad 

Tel: 583-5400 
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I 1 ! I ADVERTISEMENT 



eal pleasure taking a full service exotic 

The Most recommended in Aruba 




4 


:/y / ; 


ONLY WE PROVIDE 

o The Best petite “Look and feel” Girls in Aruba 

o Exotic massage fantasy for couples 

o Men & Women of your choice direct to you in 15 min. 

o A special 2 for 1 massage 

In call from 9 am till 12 Dm out call 24/7 


Exotic red light district bar-hopping tours with executive transportation 
& personal proctedion, day tours, as well as night tours available 



r & 


ssage 


o 


^ TST 


For more info call: 567-7676 a R VISIT US AT OUR OFFICE AT Wl LH ELM IN ASTREET 3, DOWN TOWN 
Dona Clara Building, Local 3. We’re also at the High rise, or visit us at www.c-jamproductions.com 


7ap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yam Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • 
a 
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IN & OUT CALI 
FREE PICKUPZJ 


Safe Tours to the Red light -4 
District with private guide: ' 


The First & Only Legal One on Aruba Since 1997 

YapYurxi 


a A3 Hours tour includes 
FREE Bottle of Wine 


ides aL. 
ine 


24 Hours Straight Service 
f 7 Days a Week ANYTIME i 



We Guarantee 


Cel: 565-9533 - 564-9533 


Q ua Mty’ Service v 
& Reliability 

> http://www.yapyum.com 







Rapid 

Delivery 


Experience one happy island the way you’ll never forget 
Beautiful girls • Serving man • Woman • Couples 
• Private Tour • Bachelors Party 

Cell: 660-4660 


In and out call 



The Largest Varaiety on the Island 


Delivery in 15 minute 


^free delivery 




the passion/ 

^or those who want to experience massage fantasy 

• Service 24 hours 

• Special massage 

• Out call & incall service 

• Beautiful girls 

• Serving Man, Woman, Couples 

Looking for companionship while in Aruba 




^Aorld b 


3 esi 


We have GIRLS 
to give you 
EXOTIC MASSAGE and 
release your STRESS 


• Bachelors Party 

• Private tour 

for couple or group 


Serve man, women & couple 

In call and out call Pall I lo RR 7 7007 

Close to high rise l*clll US DUf-fUU# 
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Gobierno interviene tres bancos en Venezuela 


CARACAS (AP) - El 
ministro de Economla 
AH Rodriguez anuncio 
el viemes la intervencion 
a “puertas cerradas” de 
Central Banco Universal, 
Baninvest y Banco Real, 
luego de determinar que 
violentaron las normas del 
sistema. 

La decision contra estas 
tres instituciones se da 
cuatro dias despues que el 
gobierno acordo el cierre 
de los bancos Canarias, 
Confederado, Bolivar y 
Pro Vivivenda (B anPro), tras 
un proceso de intervencion 
de diez dias. 

Rodriguez dij o a latelevisora 
estatal que el gobierno 
acordo la intervencion de 
las tres entidades bancarias 
luego que las autoridades 
determinaron que 

“violentaron las normas que 
estan obligados a cumplir”. 



Una empleada del Banco Canarias protesta frente a tropas de la Guardia Nacional para exigir su 
pago de indemnizacion, en Caracas, el viernes 4 de diciembre del 2009. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos) 


El proposito del gobierno es arroja la posibilidad de tanto los derechos de 

“rehabilitar estos bancos”, rehabilitarlos a fin de los depositantes, de 

senalo. “El analisis restablecer la normalidad de los acreedores, de los 
realizado en los mismos las operaciones, garantizar trabaj adores y por supuesto 


tambien del Estado, y la 
sanidad, la salud de todo el 
sistema”. 

Descarto que los procesos 
emprendidos contras las 
siete instituciones, que 
manejaban cerca del 8% 
del negocio bancario, 
representen una crisis 
generalizada del sistema. 
Agrego que esperan que 
no sea necesario hacer 
nuevos anuncios de esta 
naturaleza. 

Los procesos emprendidos 
contra un grupo de bancos 
han generado inquietud 
en el mercado financiero 
local y retiros masivos 
de depositos en algunas 
entidades. Esta situation 
ha obligado a ciertas 
instituciones a recurrir a 
prestamos entre bancos para 
atender sus deficiencias de 
liquidez.Q 
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r Ar Palm Beach 


Saturday December 5th 


_ i^NNER 


DINNER MENU 


BBQ_ 

-CHICKEN- 

-RIBS- 

-COLESLAW- 

-CORN- 

BAKED POTATO 


WOI^ 


BEEF, CHICKEN 
OR MIX- 
-VEGETABLES- 


|AM TO THE 
HOTTEST SOUNDS 
WITH MUSIC BY 






























